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Workshops and Demonstrations 
 

Thurs., Aug. 7th, 10:00a  
  African Violets 
Thurs., Aug. 21st, 10:00a  
  Fall Lawn Care 
Thurs., Sept. 11th, 10:00a  
  Shade Gardening 
Wed., Sept. 17th, 9:00a - 7:00p 
  MASTER GARDENER  PLANT SALE  
 

All classes will begin in the auditorium 
at the Agricultural Building and are 
free unless otherwise indicated. 
Registration is required.  Phone, visit 
or e-mail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

  
  

  

  
  
  

Contact us : 

Alamance County Cooperative        
Extension Service                             
209-C N. Graham Hopedale Rd.     
Burlington,  NC  27217               
Phone:  336-570-6740  

http://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

Mark Danieley                           
Mark_danieley@ncsu.edu 

Chris Stecker                                                           
Christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com 

Alamance GardenerAlamance GardenerAlamance Gardener   
Alamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture DepartmentAlamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture DepartmentAlamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture Department   

This month’s topic is about ash trees and their future in our landscapes. Many 
people have heard about the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) and are concerned what 
impact it might have. The Emerald Ash Borer is an imported pest of ash trees 
that was first reported in Michigan in 2002. It is now found in 22 states and has 
killed millions of ash trees. The EAB adult beetles lay eggs on the bark of ash 
trees. When the eggs hatch the larva bore into the trunk and feed under the bark 
disrupting the tree’s ability to transport water and nutrients. The first symptoms 
of damage are thinning and dieback of the crown of the tree. Most trees will die 2
-3 years after the symptoms begin. 

 Unfortunately the Emerald Ash Borer has made its way to NC and has been 
found in Granville, Person, Vance and Warren counties. These counties are under 
an EAB quarantine which means no part of an ash tree can be moved from the 
quarantined area into an area outside the quarantine. While the EAB has not yet 
been reported in Alamance County, it is just a matter of time before it arrives. 
Once it gets here, what will we do? 

There has been a lot of research on EAB control and there are some possible ef-
fective insecticide treatments. The first thing to know is there is no reason to treat 
your ash trees until there is a reported infestation within 15 miles of your proper-
ty. Any treatment before the EAB is in your area results in unnecessary pesticide 
applications and is a waste of money. The NC Forest Service has placed monitor-
ing traps in Alamance County and will report on the spread of the EAB. Of 
course the traps are of little use to you if your neighbor brings ash firewood in 
from a quarantined county.  

Follow  us on 
Facebook!      
Just click here: 

  

Release Your Inner Gardener!         
Now accepting 
Applications for 
the Class of 
2015!  See page 
2 for links. 

https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceNCCES


Once the Emerald Ash Borer is here there are a number of 
factors you need to consider before beginning an EAB treat-
ment program. First and most importantly is the tree worth 
treating? The homeowner approved products probably won’t 
work so you will have to hire a professional. I don’t know what 
a treatment will cost, but most likely won’t be cheap. Once you 
begin the treatments you can never stop. The EAB population 
will start slowly, but will increase rapidly as more trees are in-
fested. Even after most of the ash trees are gone, there will still 
be a lingering population of EAB requiring continual treat-
ment.  

If the EAB situation isn’t bad enough, there are some other 
ash pests that are beginning to be a problem. I recently had a 
call reporting a possible EAB infestation at a local shopping center. Upon further investigation it was determined this pest is 
the banded ash clearwing borer. There are a number of trees beyond hope and the rest will go unless they are treated. Anoth-
er ash pest we are likely to see is the redheaded ash borer. These borers are a little easier to treat than EAB, but require con-
stant monitoring and annual treatments.  

To make a long story short, it looks like our ash trees are going away. The combina-
tion of native and introduced pests may be too much to handle. If you have a very 
valuable ash, you may make to decision to try to protect it. I don’t have enough space in this article to fully discuss all the 
treatment options for the EAB so I am including the link to an excellent publication. http://www.emeraldashborer.info/
files/multistate_EAB_Insecticide_Fact_Sheet.pdf 

Please let me know if you think you might have an EAB problem. Early detection is critical if you hope to save your ash. I 
can also give you recommendations for the banded clearwing and redheaded ash borers. If you have any questions about ash 
tree pests or any other gardening topic, please give me or Chris a call. 

Ashes, Ashes, They All Fall Down. 
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Sawdust made by                                       
Banded Ash Clearwing Borer.   

Exit holes made by Banded Ash   
Clearwing Borer 

Red Headed Ash Borer 

Banded  
Ash Clear-
wing Borer 

Emerald Ash Borer 

“D”-shaped exit hole made 
by Emerald Ash Borer 

Release Your Inner Gardener! 
The Alamance County Master Gardener Class of 2015 begins Wednesday, January 14th.  
Here’s a link to an informative brochure about what the Alamance Emgees are about:  
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/EMGV-2015-INFO-BROCHURE.pdf 
This link has information about the Class of 2015: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/?p=310396                 
And here is the application: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/?p=304533                                     
For more information, call (336) 570-6740, or e-mail christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com                 



August Garden Tips 
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A ugust brings heat and 
humidity and as a 

consequence, things may 
not be looking too great in 
your yard and garden.  In-
sects and diseases have 
taken their toll over the 
course of the summer.  
Much of this burned-out 
look may be attributed to 
the end-of-summer wind 
down and can be ad-
dressed with a little judi-
cious pinching back.  
However, if you feel the 
use of pesticides is war-
ranted, please contact the 
Cooperative Extension 
Service for proper identifi-
cation of the pest and help 
in selecting the best prod-
uct to use.  Phone 336-570
-6740.    

 

T ake stock of your 
lawn this month.   If 

the “green” is more than 
half weeds and weedy 
grasses, a complete lawn 
renovation may be in or-
der.  Renovation of fescue 
lawns begins now with an 
application of Round Up 
or the equivalent to kill out 
Bermuda grass and other 
pesky weeds. A second 
application may be needed 
in two weeks to ensure a 
thorough job.   Find out 
what to do next at our Au-
gust 21st Think Green 
Thursdays session.  It’s all 
about Fall Lawn Care!  
Call to register.   

F eed basil with a liquid 
fertilizer to keep it 

productive into fall.  If you 
cut off the seed heads, the 
plant will put more energy 
into producing flavorful 
foliage. 

 

G et busy on your fall 
vegetable garden this 

month.    Before the 15th, 
plant cabbage, cauliflower, 
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 
spinach, cucumbers, leaf 
lettuce and kohlrabi.  Be-
tween the 15th and the 
30th plant kale, turnips, 
mustard, head lettuce and 
radishes.  To keep the 
worms away, try covering 
broccoli, collards and their 
relatives with a light row 
cover .   

 

C ollect soil samples 
from lawn and gar-

den and take them to the 
Cooperative Extension for 
analysis.  This service is 
free this time of year and 
the turn-around time is 
relatively short.   

 

C ontinue pinching 
back annual flowers 

to encourage new bloom 
right up until frost.  Stop 
fertilizing roses by the end 
of the month.   

 

T reat for turf pests 
now, if needed.  Cut 

a 12-inch square of turf 

and peel it back.  If there 
are fewer than six white 
grubs visible in the ex-
posed soil, put the turf 
back and forget about it.  
Six or more and you may 
need to treat the lawn. 

 

T ry not to disturb the 
soil in flower beds 

during hot, dry August 
days.  Loosening the soil 
through cultivation can 
damage surface roots and 
increase water loss.  In-
stead, inspect mulch and 
replenish where needed ; 2 
to 3 inches between the 
plants, but only about ½” 
around the base of each 
plant.. 

 

A void overhead water-
ing of plants to slow 

the spread of disease.  Wa-
ter in the early morning to 
allow foliage, fruit and 
flowers to dry out before 
evening.  Early-morning 
watering discourages slugs, 
too. Dry surface soil slows 
down their nocturnal activ-
ities. 

 

F all webworms and 
azalea caterpillars are 

beginning to make their 
presence known.  Hand 
pick what you can reach.  
Break open webs to ex-
pose the worms to the 
birds and the elements.   

 



The strap-like leaves of Lycoris radiata and Lycoris squamigera appear in fall and remain evergreen through winter be-
fore eventually disappearing in spring.  Then, just when you thought summer’s lily show was over, naked flower 
scapes emerge from the ground, each bearing an umbel of 4-6 showy flowers. Scapes typically rise to 1-2’ tall. 
Leaves reappear in fall after the flowers 
bloom. Plants in the genus Lycoris are 
bulbs of the amaryllis family, sometimes 
commonly called resurrection flower, 
surprise lily, magic lily or naked ladies 
because the leaves disappear in summer 
with the flower spikes seemingly rising 
from the dead in late summer.  Naked 
Ladies prefer organically rich, medium 
moisture, well-drained soils.  Best flow-
ering is in part shade. Plant bulbs 9” 
apart in fall with the top 1/4" of the 
neck of each bulb exposed. Plants ap-
preciate even moisture during their 
growing season, but may be best sited in 
areas where soils remain relatively dry 
during the summer dormant season.  
Learn more here:  http://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/all/lycoris-radiata-l-squamigera/ 

Arbor Gate Plant of  the Month 

Resurrection Lily, Naked Ladies                       Lycoris spp. 
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