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Spring is finally here after a long and brutal winter. Hopefully, you used a sacrifice lot
for this past winter. If you did not use one, there will be more work than usual in
getting your pasture ready for grazing. Here are a few tips for getting your pastures
ready:
1. Plant Seed- The best time of year to seed/overseed a pasture is fall for cool-season
forages. However, spring is an acceptable time of year if you missed the fall deadline. Planting seed is very important in your sacrifice areas that are now bare
ground. If you do not plant something, something (weeds) will come up! Be proactive instead of reactive. NC Planting Guide
2. Plan Summer Pastures- Now is the time to think about your warm-season perennials or annuals for summer grazing. Refer to the planting guide for the best dates
for planting those summer pastures.
3. Take Soil Samples- See if your pastures need any nutrients and/or lime. You need
to soil test pastures/hay fields every 2-3 years. Contact your county Extension
office for more information and to obtain soil sampling forms and boxes.
4. Fertilize- As stated in #3, test your soils first, so you know how much you need.
Often, only nitrogen is needed in pastures. Don’t guess, soil test! Forage Fertilization in NC Publication
5. Spray Herbicides- Spring is a good time to spray annual weeds as it prevents them
from getting established. However, mowing is usually sufficient for annual weed
control unless weed densities are high.
6. Check fences- Snow/ice and deer can be hard on fences. Check them before you
turn out any livestock.
7. Plan your grazing system- Think back to last year, did you had enough grass or
did your pasture turn into a putting green or a mud pit? You may need to supplement your livestock with hay during certain times of the grazing season and set
aside a sacrifice area when the pasture needs a rest.
8. Let the grass grow- Start rotationally grazing once grass starts growing. Don’t let
livestock chase green grass over the entire farm since that will delay significant
growth and sustained grazing even longer.
9. Repair Equipment- Start repairing haying equipment for spring harvest.
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Pregnancy Diagnosis 101
Written By: Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent
Original Source: Justin Rhinehart UT Animal Science, Extension Beef Specialist

For most everybody in Alamance County, the winter
breeding season is coming to a close. The next step is
weaning fall calves and marketing them, but let’s not forget about those brood cows. At weaning, or shortly after
is a great time to pregnancy check your cows. With today’s market cow prices, you cannot afford to have an
open cow in your herd.
There are several methods available for pregnancy checking. The most common method is palpation, where the
technician (usually a veterinarian) palpates the reproductive tract determining if a fetus is present. You can also
learn from the technician valuable information such as
how many days bred the cow is to determine a more
accurate calving date and if there are any problems with
the reproductive tract. Palpation should be done 35-40
days post breeding for best results.
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Another method gaining popularity in the beef cattle
realm (still very new to our area) is ultrasound. Ultrasound still requires rectal palpation but can detect pregnancy as early as 30 days post breeding. Also, sexing can
be done 60 to 90 days post breeding to determine if the
calf is going to be a heifer or a bull.
Lastly, you can determine pregnancy by taking a blood
sample. For this method, you take a blood sample
(usually from the tail vein) and send it off to a commercial laboratory for results. Within a matter of days, sometimes even the next day, the lab will send back results for
each individual female. This method works by detecting a
molecule in the blood called a pregnancy specific glycoprotein (PAG). These PAGs are only produced by a pla-

centa. So, if used correctly and
PAGs are present in the cow or
heifer’s blood, that female is
pregnant. Blood pregnancy
tests can be used as early as 2830 days after breeding
(depending on the lab and their
specific assay). It is important
to realize that PAGs can stay in
the cow’s blood for as much as
80 days after calving. So, taking the blood sample too
early can lead to a false positive test result. These tests
are very accurate but might result in an occasional
false positive where the cow/heifer is called pregnant
but does not calve. Most often, the female was actually
pregnant when the sample was taken, but loses the
pregnancy before calving. The same thing can happen
with the other methods of pregnancy determination.
A common question is: “How much does it cost to
pregnancy check cows?” Prices for palpation are
different among technicians and between methods.
Ultrasound is usually more expensive than manual
palpation and the blood test is relatively inexpensive
per sample. But, a more appropriate question is: “How
much does it cost NOT to pregnancy check cows?”
Especially for small herd operators, where hay and
supplemental feed are more expensive from being
purchased or made on a smaller economy of scale,
feeding open cows or heifers is extremely wasteful.
Consider this; it can cost as much as $650 a year to
maintain a commercial cow. If a cow does not produce
a calf, that investment turns into lost profit potential. It
does require additional investment to replace open
cows. However, that should be weighed against its
salvage value and recouped resources, not just the
purchase price of replacements.
“Preg. checking” is a good investment and NOT doing
so actually costs more than paying to get it done. You
will almost certainly find that it is one of the easiest
and most rewarding practices you will implement. If
you are already doing it, ask about ways to improve the
timing and using the data to tighten up your calving
season.
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Breaking News!!!
The Alamance County Cattlemen’s Association has
finished the livestock facility project in Snow Camp!
All are invited to the Open House which will take
place during the annual field day on April 14, 2015.
This facility will be able for lease and educational activities. We hope that you can join us in April to see
what we are so excited about!

Forage Management Tips
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina.
April
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Fertilize cool-season grasses if you have not already
done so.
Watch for symptoms of grass tetany.
Spray for alfalfa weevil according to recommendations.
Winter annual pastures should be completely used
before grazing begins on other pastures which may be
harvested for hay.
Harvest fescue and orchardgrass pastures or hay fields
as soon as the seed heads begin to flower.
Harvest alfalfa (second year stands or older) in the
bud stage (before flowering begins).
To maintain clover in grass pastures and maintain
quality, develop a rotational grazing system in which
cattle can graze forage to a 2-inch height before moving them to another pasture.
Fertilize warm-season grasses (Bermuda, bahia, dallis, switchgrass, flaccidgrass) as soon as dormancy
breaks.
Get all hybrid bermudagrass established this month
unless irrigation is available. Seed bahia grass or
switchgrass during mid-April or May in the piedmont.








Plant warm-season perennial grasses such as
switchgrass, flaccidgrass, common bermudagrass,
gamagrass, and bluestem.
Plant summer annuals at two-week intervals to
stagger the forage availability.
Fertilize warm-season grasses with nitrogen after
each cutting or every four to six weeks on pastures.
If irrigation is available, hybrid bermudagrass
sprigs may be planted, but weed control will be essential.
Spray pasture weeds while they are small (3 inches)
for most effective control.
Do not apply nitrogen to fescue or orchardgrass
pastures after April until August.

June








Take soil samples from fields which will be overseeded or planted during the autumn. Apply limestone as far in advance of planting as possible.
A late planting of summer annuals may be made to
extend forage supply.
To stimulate warm-season grass yields, apply nitrogen after each cutting or every four to six weeks.
Graze bermudagrass close (1 to 2-inch stubble),
and, every four to six weeks, harvest any growth
that has not been grazed. Cross fencing is a practical tool to help manage feed quality.
Control summer pasture weeds before they get too
tall and mature.
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Chick Care Basics
Written By: Taylor Jones, NC State University Intern

If you are like me, you may find it incredibly irresistible to leave the local feed store without picking up a
few or several of the baby chicks that are chirping in
the center of the aisle. Well, before you go get you
some new chicks for your backyard flock, there are a
few things you need to know in order to give your
birds the best start possible.
One important thing that people often forget about
when bringing home new chicks is the necessary
equipment you will need to house them in for the first
few weeks of their lives. One thing you will need is a
solid wood/cardboard box or container to keep them
in. A box that is 2 feet wide by 3 feet long and 18
inches deep will house 25 chicks. In the coop, you
will want to use pine wood shavings or newspaper to
soak up any waste or debris to decrease odor.

Feed and water are also crucial to healthy chicks. You
will want to provide fresh, clean water in a poultry
waterer for the chicks at all times. This will allow
them to stay hydrated and not overheat under the heat
lamp. You will also want to feed your chicks a poultry
starter ration that will accelerate their growth rate and
provide them will all the nutrients they need to get a
kick start in life.
Once chicks have fully feathered out, they are ready to
be put in an outdoor enclosure. However make sure
you do not put newly raised pullets (female chickens
not yet laying) with older hens as they may be picked
on or not be able to eat due to the competition. Make
sure to introduce the pullets to the mature hens slowly
and they will eventually mingle just fine.

If you are interested in raising
backyard chickens from
The chicks will also need a heat lamp the first few
chicks, or just interested in
weeks of life. Due to being born with down instead of
learning more about owning
feathers, they cannot regulate their body temperature
your own egg laying maand therefore require a heat lamp. These can be purchines, check out this link for
chased at any feed store and are only needed until the
more information on raising
chicks start to feather out in approximately 3 weeks.
chickens: http://
Place the heat lamp about 8 inches above the floor of
www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/
the enclosure for your chicks. If the chicks huddle un- poulsci/tech_manuals/Backyard_Chickens.pdf
der the lamp, they are too cold. If they spread out
along the edges of the box and pant, they are too hot.
You may have to adjust the position of the heat lamp
depending on your chicks’ behavior.
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Lauren’s Q&A Corner

Question:

Hi, I was given your email from the extension office. I was wondering how long I would need to keep livestock (horses and
I get a lot of questions daily and thought this may be a good way cows) off of a pasture when it is treated with lime. Would the
to share my response with everyone. I have learned that if one
time be the same as with fertilizer?
person has a question, odds are someone else has the same or
similar question.
My Response:
Question:

The general rule of thumb is at least a few days, the idea is
that a rain shower will hopefully come and move the lime/
Pigs will be raised on my farm and brought to an approved plant fertilizer down into the ground and off the surface. You just
to be slaughtered and butchered. I will then have the customers
do not want to try and graze with it on the surface. Somecome to my farm to pick up the final product. Is this acceptable
times depending on the rain it can be only a couple of days,
or do they need to go to the processor directly to pick up their
other times it might take a few weeks if we haven't had much
meat?
rain.
My Response:
If you want to sell meat directly to a consumer, you will need
a meat handlers license. You can learn more about obtaining the free license here: http://www.ncagr.gov/meatpoultry/
meathandlers.htm
You can also choose to sell the pig live on the hoof prior to it
going to the processor and the consumer would then pick up
the meat from the processor. This typically only works if
you sell half a pig or a whole pig, not by the cut.

Youth Livestock Corner
Contest Results
Judging in January (January 2015)
Junior Team Members: Evan Carlson, Michael Black,
Tyler Dodson, Lane Whitfield, Gracie Hadley, Madison
Sifford, Salem Sifford
Senior Individual: Molly Carlson
(Coach: Lauren Langley)
Madison won first overall and first individual in sheep, cattle,
swine, and reasons. Madison and Salem were on the Jr. Hereford Team and placed first overall in the contest.

Clover Classic Livestock Show & Skillathon Contest
(March 2015)
Madison and Salem Sifford showed beef cattle, sheep, and
goats placing in several classes.
Livestock Skillathon:
Individuals: Molly Carlson, Evan Carlson, Katie Carlson,
Madison Sifford, Salem Sifford
Madison won third in the sheep and goat skillathon contest.

4-H Dairy Judging Contest (March 2015)
Junior Team Members:Mycai Brooks, Ciara, Dylan and
Sebastian Tenney (Coaches: Robin & Mikayla Mann)
Junior team placed first overall!
Individuals: Salem Sifford, Madison Sifford, Alex Cheek
Salem was the first place individual junior, Madison was the
third place individual junior, Mycai
was second place individual junior
and Alex Cheek was ninth place individual senior.

Upcoming Events
April 15-16

Central Piedmont Jr. Livestock Show &
Sale

June 30-July 1

Just Kiddin’ Around 4-H Goat Camp
(Summer Shine)

July 13

Livestock Judging Clinic

July 14

Livestock Skillathon Clinic

July 27

4-H Youth Farm Tour (Summer Shine)

July 28

State 4-H Livestock Skillathon Contest

July 29

State 4-H Livestock Judging Contest

July 31-August 1 Randolph County 4-H Livestock Show
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UPCOMING EVENTS
“Homegrown” In the Park
April 11, 2015– 10:00am-4:00pm
Burlington City Park, FREE Food & Door Prizes
Sponsored by: Alamance County Farm Bureau
ACCA Annual Field Day
April 14, 2015– 12:30pm-until
Livestock Facility, 7351 Beale Rd. Snow Camp, NC
Link for more information: http://
alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/2015/03/cattlemens-field-day/
70th Annual Central
Piedmont Jr. Livestock
Show & Sale
April 15-16, 2015
Schedule of Events
Location: Orange Grove Rd.,
Hillsborough (near the
Dairyland intersection beside the Fire Department/
Community Center)
Please come out and support the 13 Alamance
County 4-H’ers that are showing across both days!
Area Pastured Poultry Workshop
April 28, 2015– 5:30pm-7:30pm
Cooper-Lasley Farm– Mebane, NC
Focus: Producing Broilers on Pasture
To Register Online Click Here

Animal Waste Management System Operators
Continuing Education Training
April 10, 2015– 8:30am-4:00pm
Randolph Co. Extension Office Building
725 McDowell Rd. Asheboro, NC
6 Hours of Waste Operators Credit Available
2 Hours of K, N,O, D, X Pesticide Credits Available
For More Information Click Here or
call Kaitlyn Johnson at 336-318-6493

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings
Alamance County (ACCA)
Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month
from September-March, Field Day in April:





April 14– Field Day
September 8
October 13
November 10

Meetings begin at 6:30pm at Occasions in Burlington,
unless otherwise announced.
For more information regarding upcoming events and/or
cattlemen’s association meetings, Please contact:
Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or
336-266-0702.

Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of commercial products or services in this publication does not imply endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination against similar products or services not mentioned.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you
would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, please
call the Extension office in your county to let us know.

Distributed in furtherance of the acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914. North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves
to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities
welcome all persons without regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local
governments cooperating.
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