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Buttercups and Thistles and Pigweed, Oh My! 
Written By Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 

 

Think back to last year.  Did you notice a pasture weed problem in the spring 

and/or summer?  If you did, now is the time to think about making a plan of    

action.  If you had buttercups or thistles, you want to consider spraying now 

ahead of them maturing and flowering.  Ideally, you would want to control those 

weeds ahead of April, anytime between late February and mid-March.  If you had  

pigweed, dogfennel, horsenettle, yellow crownbeard, and other summer weeds 

you need to consider control in May/June once you notice the weeds coming up 

in the pasture.  For every pound of weeds you have, you are losing a pound of 

forage.  Spraying a pasture herbicide is just one way of controlling weeds.  You 

can also work on improving the existing forage stand (soil sampling, re-seeding), 

implement rotational grazing, reduce stocking density, use sheep/goats for  

control, and implement mechanical techniques such as mowing.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photos above show buttercups in April (left is before applying herbicide and 

right is after application).  There are several herbicides on the market that are  

effective in killing buttercups.  Make sure you check the label to see if there are 

plant back restrictions (residual vs. non-residual herbicide) before you choose a 

herbicide if you are wanting to plant a summer annual after killing winter weeds. 
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Note from Lauren 

By the time you are reading this newsletter, I will be out on maternity leave until 

the beginning of June.  I will return all phone calls and emails once I return.  If 

you have an immediate livestockï related question, please contact one of the  

surrounding county Extension offices to speak with a Livestock Extension Agent.  

For all other questions (soil testing, forage samples, resources, etc.) please contact 

our office at 336-570-6740. 
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How to Avoid Unwanted Behavior in Horses 
Source: University of Minnesota Extension 

Horses are naturally very social animals that live in herds 

and spend the majority of their time consuming small 

meals throughout the day.  Today, a lot of horses are  

confined to living in a stall with minimal pasture/social 

time and given large infrequent meals high in concen-

trates.  This type of modern management system does not 

allow the horse to express natural behavior like it normal-

ly would in more of a pasture-based system within a herd.  

As a result, horses may develop unwanted behavior such 

as cribbing, weaving, stall/fence walking, separation    

anxiety, and even aggression.  There are four key areas to 

address when trying to avoid unwanted behavior in    

horses. 

 

The first area to address is the amount of time your horse 

has outdoors.  This may sound simple, and truthfully it is; 

horses need to spend as much time outside of their stall as 

possible.  Turnout time can include a pasture, dry lot, or 

exercise paddock.   If this time can include grazing, that is 

ideal for your horse so that they can consume fresh      

forage, which in return makes for a healthy digestive 

tract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next area to evaluate is how much time does your horse 

spend alone?  If your answer is all the time, then you may 

have noticed that your horse is eager to be with other 

horses and may act out in certain situations.  Horses are 

naturally very social animals and want to be with other 

horses.  A herd size of 4-10 horses of the same sex works 

best (with the exception of stallions).  If your horse     

cannot be in a herd, consider getting another animal as a 

companion such as a goat, donkey, or sheep.  Horses 

spend time establishing dominance and relationships, so 

try to minimize introducing new horses frequently to the 

herd. 

 

Another important area to consider is your horseôs diet.  

Is your horse getting enough forage in its diet for its 

weight, age, and activity level?  Forage (pasture or hay) is 

the basis of a horse diet and when not given enough,  

horses can start unwanted behavior such as cribbing and 

wind sucking.  Also, when forage is limited or large 

amounts of grain are fed, horses are more likely to colic.  

Horses need small frequent meals to mimic their natural 

behavior of grazing rather than a couple of large meals a 

day.   

 

Lastly, training can have a lasting effect on how your 

horse behaves.  Make sure that your horse is receiving the 

kind of training that allows the horse to rest, eat, and   

socialize.  Certain training methods can be abusive and 

pushy, resulting in unwanted behavior. 

 

To View the Full Article Please Click Here. 

  

 

 

 

 

The 2017 Hay and Straw Directory that serves 

Alamance and surrounding counties has been 

updated!  You can view the updated version by 

clicking here.   

 

Do you have hay or straw to sell?  This is 

FREE advertising!  All you have to do is com-

plete this QUICK and easy online form to be 

added. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Need Hay?  Selling Hay?Need Hay?  Selling Hay?Need Hay?  Selling Hay?   

http://www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/horse/care/horse-behavior-and-stable-vices/
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Hay-Directory_17.pdf?fwd=no
https://docs.google.com/a/ncsu.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKIOeMtOVJpvvWY2Wpun5WQHWym_BEscrgfyD-H3CPRW7WBw/viewform?c=0&w=1

