
Greenhouses have been seeded and now it will not be long be-

fore you go and start working the land.  I wanted to send out a 

few things to remember as you start preparing for this year. 

 I know that most of you have already tested you water and 

have made all the necessary adjustments to ensure the plants 

are growing.  If you start seeing plants that look odd in the 

greenhouse, give me a call.  We can figure if it is a nutrient 

or disease, or what it could be so more problems don’t arise.  Keep in mind for micro-nutrients, it 

only takes a little bit to go from not enough, to too much and when you have too much there is not 

much you can do to try and fix it.   

 For the most part we should be out the woods for Soluble Salt injury in the greenhouse, since now 

most of the plants are covering the trays, or will be in the next week or so.  Never let the temperatures 

in the greenhouse get above 90°F.  You can see heat damage in a short period of time and if it gets to 

hot, you could lose the whole house.  I know that several farmers have automatic curtains on their 

greenhouses, and if that is the case, you still always want to keep a close eye on your house, because 

accidents can happen and it is better to be safe and check rather than not. 

 I know that the mowers are going to be rolling in the greenhouse soon, if you haven’t already clipped 

the first time around.  Always try and sanitize your mower in between clippings, because this is one 

of the biggest ways that diseases get spread.  Also take time to make sure that all the clipping are go-

ing into the bag on the mower, while I know that it is not going to catch all the debris, the more you 

get or remove, the less likely that you will have diseases like collar rot, etc.  Another thing that you 

want to make sure to do is keep your greenhouse ventilated, the more air that can move through the 

canopy,  the less problems that you likely will have. 

Orondis Gold 

The Fungicide, Orondis Gold, will be available again this year, and it will be packaged like it was this 

past growing season, where you will have 2 jugs of Orondis and 2 jugs of Ridomil Gold and you mix 

them in the field.  The suggestion for using these products if you know you have a bad black shank field 

in the rotation, is Orondis Gold in the transplant water, Presidio at first cultivation and Ridomil Gold at 

layby.  If you have specific questions about Orondis Gold or anything else, feel free to call me or your 

local sales representative.  I would also like to say that I am not endorsing or criticizing these products, 

it is up to you, the farmer to decide what you want to use,  where and 

how much. 
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Certified Safe Farms 

I have talked to several farmers about doing the Certified Safe Farm Program, and I still welcome you to 

participate if you would be willing to do so.  We will have until the end of August to do the review the 

way the it is set up now.  The cost share and program is still set up the same.  A person from the Univer-

sity will come with me and look at your farm, talk about any hazards that we see, and how you may can 

go about fixing or improving it.  Once you go through the program, you get up to a $500.00 cost share 

that can used to buy Slow Moving Vehicle signs to Fire Extinguishers- the list is very extensive.  I know 

that some are reluctant to take time out of your busy schedules, and I can understand that.  In the one 

farmer’s case, it only took about 3 hours to look over all his equipment and greenhouses.  It is not as 

painful as you may think.  I know that things will be ramping up for all of you so just give me a call if 

you are interested in participating or have any questions about the process. There is usually a quick turn-

around time of when you call and we can do the review. 

 

Tobacco Production Surveys 

 

It is time again for tobacco production surveys to be sent out.  I ask that you fill out the survey as com-

pletely as you can, and get it back to me.  The University uses this information to try to get an idea of 

what tobacco is being planted and what practices are being used out in the field.  I don’t what to have to 

give a guess of what is being grown and what you did in the greenhouse, so fill it out when you get a 

chance, I know it is a busy time of year, so if you cannot physically get it to me, let me know and I will 

come get it from you. 

 

Due to budget cuts, we will send our newsletters via email.  I will not bombard your email with emails that 

are not relevant, but any pertinent information that I think needs to be brought to your attention.  It is quite 

a bit quicker to press send than to send a paper copy.  If this is something that you would be interested in 

helping us with, please send me an email to dcdabbs@ncsu.edu, with your name and which mail lists you 

are interested in (Field Crops, Corn, Small Grains, Tobacco, Soybeans) or if you think there is a list that I 

need to add.  If you would like to be taken off this mailing list let me know, either by email, or calling our 

office, at 336-570-6740. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 


