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It’s Fall, Y’all! 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information and to register 
Call 336.570.6740 or visit  http://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu 

Fall means different things to different people. It is harvest time for our farmers that grow 
corn, soybeans and tobacco. They will also start to plant small grains like wheat and oats. 
Livestock producers usually expect a new crop of baby animals in the fall. That can be an 
especially trying time if you have a calf that needs some help being delivered in the mid-
dle of the night. Pasture renovation is also on the chore list for our livestock producers. 
Lawn care is a top priority for many homeowners. A wet spring followed by some hot and 
dry weather has most lawns looking sad. The good news is that fall is a great time to 
bring the lawn back to life. Cooler temperatures and hopefully some rain will definitely 
help. Our vegetable gardeners are transitioning from the summer peppers and tomatoes 
to the fall broccoli and lettuce. Summer flowers like marigolds and zinnias are making way 
for mums and pansies. Of course, the cooler weather does make gardening a little more 
enjoyable.  
The flurry of summer 4-H activity is starting to slow to a more manageable pace. The fo-
cus now swings back to club activities and fundraising to support 4-H programs. The 4-H 
Fall plant sale has begun and the holiday wreath sale will come later this fall. Some of the 
fundraising proceeds from previous sales were used to help purchase the new 15-
passenger van pictured below.  The van is a great improvement over carpooling and has 
increased program participation. 

Like us on Facebook 
Alamance County     
Cooperative Extension 

Calendar Updates 
 

Thurs.,  Oct 5:    10:00 THINK GREEN THURSDAY  - Planting Trees and Shrubs 
Thurs.,  Oct 19:    10:00 THINK GREEN THURSDAY  - Snow Birds—The Flocks of Winter 
Sat.,   Oct 21:   8:00-1:00 Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Day (see page 2) 
Mon.,   Oct 23:    DEADLINE to Order from 4-H Fall plant Sale.  

4-H Plant Sale  
Sept 12—October 23 
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It’s Finally Fall! 
by: Mark Danieley, Horticulture Agent 
 

 Fall is finally here and I am glad for the 
cooler temperatures, but not so happy 
about the shorter days. Just when I feel like 
getting back outside to work in the yard 
there is less daylight to do what needs to 
be done. Fall is however a great time to 
plant new shrubs and trees in your land-
scape. The cooler temperatures mean you 
don’t need to water the new plants so often 
and fall planted shrubs can grow roots all 
winter. The extra time growing roots gives 
the plants a better chance to survive next 
summer’s hot and dry weather.  
 

 Now that you have decided to add new 
plants to your landscape, there are some 
things to consider. First is making sure you 
have the right plant for the right place. For-
tunately we have several publications that 
can help you with proper plant selection.  
 

 The next is proper planting technique, 
which I will try to cover in this article. 
Proper planting involves more than just 
chunking the plant into a hole in the clay 
and hoping for the best. The ideal situation 
is to plant the new shrubs or trees in a pre-
pared shrub bed. That requires the addition 
of an organic soil conditioner like pine bark 
fines or leaf compost. These materials help 
loosen the soil and increases drainage and 
aeration. I recommend adding one cubic 
yard of soil conditioner per 100 square feet of shrub bed area, then dig or till it in to a depth of six inches.  
 

 It is also a good idea to till in some lime and fertilizer at the same time you are incorporating the organic materials. Lime 
and phosphorus are not very soluble so incorporating them into the soil increases their effectiveness. It is best to take a 
soil sample (it’s free from April 1st until Thanksgiving!) to know what the soil needs, but a general recommendation would 
be one pound of 10-20-20 and four pounds of powdered lime per 100 square feet. 
 

 If you are only planting one tree in the front yard you probably are not going to create a shrub bed. The recommenda-
tion from the university is to plant the tree into the existing soil without mixing any soil conditioner into the soil. The rea-
soning behind the recommendation is that the tree will have to grow in the native soil eventually and adding soil condition-
er to the backfill may encourage the roots to stay in that amended soil. While I normally follow directions fairly well, I like 
to mix about 50% organic matter in with the existing clay soil backfill. I think that makes a good transition area from a 
100% pine bark potting soil to 100% clay native soil. 
 

 Planting depth is another area where folks can get into trouble. The old recommendation was to dig a deep hole and fill 
the bottom with gravel or else just loosen the soil real well. The idea was the gravel would help drainage, but that has 
been proven to not be true. Also loosening the soil in the bottom of the hole may cause settling and the crown of the plant 
may end up below the soil line. The planting hole should be three times as wide as the root ball and about one inch less 
than the depth of the root ball. Keeping the bottom of the planting hole undisturbed eliminates the problem of the plant 
settling and does not inhibit root growth since most of the root growth is sideways and not down.  
 

 The plant should be watered thoroughly before it is removed from the pot. Always handle the plant by the container or 
root ball to prevent damage to the plant. If there are circling roots around the root ball, gently loosen them before planting. 
Large circling roots may need to be cut with an old pair of pruners to prevent a problem with girdling roots. Place the plant 
in the hole making sure the depth is correct and then turn the plant until the best side is facing to the front. Lightly tamp 
the soil as you fill the planting hole making sure you don’t leave any large air pockets next to the root ball. Apply two or 
three inches of mulch around the plant and water thoroughly. The plant may need to be watered during warm and dry 
periods over the winter. Proper plant selection and planting will help your new shrubs and trees give you many years of 
enjoyment.   
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It’s 4-H Fall, Y’all! 
Taylor Jones, 4-H Agent 
  Fall is one of my absolute favorite seasons! I love the winding down of our busy schedules, at least for me. I love the 
cool, crisp air in the morning and the swift breezes in the afternoon. I also love the colors of fall!  
  Fall also brings lots of new adventures for 4-H. Many of our 4-H clubs throughout Alamance County start back up in 
the fall of each year along with school. We currently have 14 chartered clubs in Alamance County. Several of our clubs 
are specific to certain schools or organizations, but more are  community clubs right in your backyard.  
  I encourage you all to view our  current listing of 4-H clubs and try a new one out this fall. Who knows, you may 
even enjoy it!  
  With National 4-H Week, the NC State Fair, and State Council Conference, there are numerous things to look for-
ward to in 4-H this fall. I really want to encourage you all to try something new this fall. Lead a class during 4-H week or 
enter a craft into the State Fair, or join us in November for State Council Conference. I guarantee you will have a blast. 
 
National 4-H Week 
  National 4-H week will be held from October 2nd through the 6th. We will have programs just about every evening 
that week here at Alamance County 4-H. One program will be the Extreme Makeover: Soft Skills Edition. This work-
shop will be all about resumes, applications, interviews, and job skills training. This particular program is actually a 5-
week course, meeting every Monday in October. 
  Another night, we will have the 4-H Chopped Com-
petition. Here, youth from Alamance County will com-
pete in creating their own food dishes and table set-
tings to impress the judges that will score them. Once 
the evening is finished, we will have an awards cere-
mony where we will announce the 4-H Chopped 
Champion. 
  We will also have workshops on electricity, per-
haps local government, and even a movie night! More 
information will be forthcoming regarding our National 
4-H week celebration and I look forward to seeing you 
all during that week’s events. 

Fall Plant Sale 
  Alamance County 4-H would like to ask for your support this fall as we raise funds for our scholarship and program-
ming efforts. Not only will you be supporting a great organization, but you’ll be growing your own food! This year, we 
plan to offer apple trees, European pear trees, 
blackberry plants, figs, muscadines, and 
peach trees.  
  Proceeds benefit 4-Hers directly and indi-
rectly. 4-Hers can earn scholarship money by 
participating in county events, and this money 
can help pay for 4-H Camp, Summer Fun, 
teen events, and more. This is also an im-
portant year for our Fall Plant Sale Fundraiser 
because we bought a van earlier this year and 
we want to continue to offer scholarships and 
programs to the youth of Alamance County. 
We need everyone’s support and help as we 
continue our annual Fall Plant Sale. With a 
few new additions to the brochure, we hope 
you can find something that you can enjoy in 
your own backyard. We will be taking orders from now through October 23rd and pick up days will be November 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th. Let us know if you would like a brochure or more information! 

 



——————————————————————————————
SOLUTIONS                                                                  Page 4
 Newsletter of the Alamance County Cooperative Extension Service 

Summer 2017 

More 4-H Fun! 
Taylor Jones, 4-H Agent 
 

NC State Fair                                        
 The North Carolina State Fair has so many opportunities for young people to 
participate. One of the biggest opportunities is the 4-H Arts & Crafts portion of the 
Fair. Here, you can just about submit any form of art or craft that you have done 
in 4-H and it will be on display for the length of the Fair and will be judged for 
prize ribbons! From entomology projects, to cake decorating and your hand-sewn 
dress, there are no restrictions on the art that you can submit.  

 Another large portion of the Fair is the livestock. You can show just about any sort of livestock you have at the State 
Fair: horses, cows, turkeys, chickens, sheep, and hogs. We have several 4-H members in Alamance County that show 
many different kinds of livestock. This is something that everyone should experience at least once in their 4-H career! 

 If you would like more information about 4-H entries at the NC State Fair, please contact Taylor or visit the website at 
http://www.ncstatefair.org/2017/Competitions/Entering/4HCompetition.html 

 

Tractor Supply Company Paper Clover Campaign 
  The dates of our Fall 2017 Paper Clover Campaign at Tractor Supply 
Company will be October 4th-15th. This event is a national in-store fundrais-
er for our 4-H organization. People have the opportunity to purchase paper 
clovers and the funds raised from these sales go directly to help 4-H pro-
gramming all across the country.  
  I encourage you all to help us by visiting our local Burlington Tractor 
Supply Company during this campaign and purchasing a paper clover.  
  I would also like to invite you to volunteer your time and help us out with 
the display table/information booth that we will have set up during the length of the event. Clubs that participate can 
even enter the National 4-H Sweepstakes where they could win $100 for their club! Again, this has the potential to be a 
huge fundraiser for us right here in Alamance County so we would like to have as much participation from our local      
4-Hers as possible. If you are interested in helping to make this event successful, please contact Taylor for information. 
 

State 4-H Council Conference 
  It is almost time for the 2017 State 4-H Council Conference!  
  The dates of the conference are November 4-5 and it will be held at 
the Jane S. McKimmon Center in Raleigh. Lodging will be in Cary.  
  State Council Conference is for youth ages 13 - 18. We are planning 
exciting workshops and speakers for the event. Our State 4-H Council 
this year has selected “Dream Big” as the State Council theme for the 
year and all of the workshops offered will help delegates to Dream Big!  
We will have a variety of workshops at this year’s conference including 
Ambassador workshops and State Council workshops all focused 
around our conference theme. The conference will officially begin with 
lunch on Saturday at 12 Noon. During this session we will have our 
opening business meeting as well as present the Youth Volunteer 
awards.  
  Registration is due no later than October 9th. There are two registration options this year. Full-Time Registration 
[including Facility, Insurance, Saturday Lunch, Workshops (Saturday & Sunday), Saturday Dinner, Saturday Evening 
Activity, Lodging, and Sunday Breakfast] is $150 per youth (lodging 4 per room) and $190 per adults (lodging 2 per 
room). Due to space, we cannot accommodate single rooming requests. Saturday-Only Registration (including Facility, 
Insurance, Saturday Lunch, Saturday Workshops, Saturday Dinner and Saturday Evening Activity) is $115 per person. 
We will also be offering t-shirts for the conference for an additional charge of $15 per person. You will need to register 
for a t-shirt when you register online.  
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Protect Your Livestock This Fall. 
By: Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 
 
Fall in North Carolina means so many wonderful things like pumpkins, fairs, and of course newborn livestock!  Unfortu-
nately, when livestock are born, they may attract unwanted guests such as vultures and coyotes.  It is important to 
understand how to protect your livestock and minimize predator loss.  First of all, if you have a predator problem and 
have not invested in a good livestock guardian animal such as a dog, donkey, or llama, I would highly recommend it!  
Guardian animals are excellent if they come from working bloodlines and have been raised around the livestock they 
need to protect. 
 
In Alamance County, we lose newborn livestock to vultures and coyotes every year.  It is important to understand wild-
life behavior and what our rights are as livestock owners.  There are two native species of vultures in NC: the Turkey 
Vulture and Black Vulture.  The Black Vulture is primarily a scavenger but has been known to consume live prey.  It 
also prefers to consume large mammals.  The Black Vulture is the species that concerns us the most when it comes to 
livestock loss.  Common vulture problems occur when livestock are most vulnerable.  Make sure livestock births are 
not spread out over a long period and that there is adequate cover in a secure area.  Also, poor carcass management 
can attract vultures.  All of these things can encourage vultures to roost nearby, therefore creating a long-term prob-
lem.   
 
Coyotes started out in just a few counties in 
North Carolina between 1983 and 1985.  It 
wasn’t until 2005-2009 that they became wide-
spread.  With the population growing and con-
tinuing to grow, the need for food increases.  
The interesting thing about coyotes is how well 
they can adapt to their environment.  Just like 
with vultures, coyotes are going to prey on live-
stock when they are most vulnerable.  You 
want to make sure small animals such as 
sheep, goats, and poultry are secured at night 
when coyotes are more active. 
 
There are proper ways to go about dealing with a vulture or coyote problem.  Since vultures are federally protected, 
you do have to obtain a permit for any lethal control.  Other ways to control vultures include habitat modification and 
hazing/harassment to encourage them to roost somewhere else.  For coyotes, you can take lethal control in the form 
of hunting and trapping.  There are also depredation permits that allow trapping outside of the legal season when 
damage has occurred.   
 
For more information please contact the NC Wildlife Resources Commission Helpline at 1-866-318-2401. 
 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day 
The next Collection Day will be Saturday, October 21, from 8 am until noon at a new location this 
year: - Holly Hill Mall, 309 Huffman Mill Road, Burlington. 
 The types of hazardous waste that will be accepted are as follows: 
 

Household cleaners, drain openers, toilet bowl cleaners, oven cleaners, disinfectants 
Solvents, thinners, shellacs, varnishes, sealers, wood preservatives 
Automotive products including brake fluid, antifreeze, used motor oil up to 5 gal, filters, gasoline 
Pesticides 
Miscellaneous materials such as acids, bases, kerosene, batteries, photographic chemicals, pool chemicals, mercu-

ry, fluorescent tubes 
Latex and oil based paint and spray paint 

 
  The following will NOT be accepted:  Gas cylinders, radioactives/smoke detectors, medical waste, electronics/
TVs/computers, explosives/ammunition 

 

Photo Credit: NC Wildlife 
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It’s Field Trial Fall! 
By: Dwayne Dabbs, Field Crops Agent. 
 

Well things are finally starting to cool off and the leaves are showing some color.  Farmers look back on a busy 
farm season and try to harvest the crops that they have spent so many hours working in during the spring and summer.  
They start to look at the notes that they made during the year, so that they can make decisions about what will go in this 
field next year, what fertilizer will I add to it, should I spray a herbicide now or wait for the frost to kill what is left.  It is a 
never-ending cycle, because once you finish this, then you go straight to that. 

This time of year is also a time for farmers to go out and look at the various field trials that are going on in the 
county.  We recently had a field day and had about 45 producers and industry representatives that came. 

NCSU Corn Specialist, Dr. 
Ron Heiniger talking about 
corn varieties. 

NCSU Corn Specialist, 
Dr. Ron Heiniger talking 
about nutrient timing to 
increase yield 

 

NCSU Soybean Specialist, Dr. Jim 
Dunphy and NC Soybean Produc-
ers Assoc. Research Coordinator, 
Katherine Stowe talking to produc-
ers about producing better soy-
beans. 


