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A sound herd health program is going to include vaccines for your livestock.  Some producers 
are trained in administering vaccines, and others choose to let their veterinarian administer  
vaccines.  If you are handling vaccines on the farm, it is important to know the proper tech-
niques so you get the most out of your investment.  Here are a few tips to remember next time 
you get ready to administer vaccines.   
 
Clean Equipment 
Make sure you start with clean equipment.  If you use multi-dose syringes, make sure they are 
clean by drawing up hot or boiling water then allowing to dry.  Do not use chemical sterilants.  
If you are only vaccinating a few animals, I recommend using   disposable syringes– they are 
sterile, cheap, and accurate.  Also, at a minimum change your needle for every 5–10 head.  
Some producers choose to use one needle per animal.  This will depend on your herd health 
plan. 
 
Handling Vaccines 
It is important to keep vaccines cool and out of      
sunlight.  Make sure to carry a cooler with you when 
you purchase vaccines so they do not get hot in your 
vehicle.  It is just as critical to have a chute-side cool-
er to keep your vaccines and syringes in when you are 
vaccinating.  There are now chute-side coolers on the 
market for this specific purpose.  These coolers come 
with syringe holsters and other functional features. 
 
Label Everything 
If you are giving more than one vaccine, it is very  
important to label the product and matching syringe.  
You can easily do this with duct tape or a marker to 
make sure the same product goes in the same syringe.  This is also important when you are 
administering vaccines that the correct vaccine is given to the right animal.  I will never forget 
working cows with a neighbor and he accidently gave a vaccine that causes abortion to a preg-
nant cow.   That is a hard lesson that you do not want to learn. 
 
Mixing 
If you are using modified-live vaccines, do not mix more than you can administer in 30 
minutes.  This type of vaccine is meant to be mixed and given right away.  You cannot store 
modified-live vaccines like killed vaccines.  Use a transfer needle to mix vaccines. 
 
Read the Label 
Always read the label and double check for dosage amount and route of administration.  Some 
vaccines may also require a booster.  Make sure to read any caution statements prior to admin-
istering. 
 
Now you are ready to vaccinate your livestock when the time comes!  Always remember  
proper injection sites for the livestock species you are working with.  For most all species, this 
is in front of the shoulder in the neck region. 
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Preparing for Kidding and Lambing Season 
Written By Sara Beth Routh, Specialized Small Ruminant and Equine Livestock Agent, Randolph County 

 

Producers feel all sorts of emotions when kidding and lamb-
ing season begins. The most important thing to remember is 
preparation is key. I often get phone calls and inquiries  
regarding the essential tool kit to ensure the producer is  
prepared for the onset of one of the most exciting and stress-
ful times of year on a sheep/goat farm. The purpose of this 
article is to provide helpful information to the producer  
preparing for the birth of new kids/lambs.  
 
There are many aspects to ensure you, the farm, and your 
does/ewes are ready for the arrival of new babies. First is the 
facility. It is essential to ensure that your barn/location of 
kidding/lambing is prepared for the new ones. The ideal kid-
ding/lambing pen size depends on the breed size, whether 
that be a 5’x5’ pen or a 4’x6’; this space allows enough 
room for the doe/ewe to give birth and bond with her new 
babies. It is ideal to disinfect pens prior to moving new   
animals into them and in preparation of the new babies; 
chlorhexidine solution works well. It is recommended     
before placing new bedding down to lime the barn floor. 
Both of these practices help to remove potential bacteria and 
pathogens from the facility. Clean bedding can be applied 
after the area is allowed to sit for at minimum a day.  Bed-
ding used can be in many forms, from large chunk  shavings 
to straw, or any  variation/mix of the two. The benefit of 
straw is that it adds warmth during the cold winter months 
as opposed to shavings. If utilizing shavings, the small and 
very dusty shavings are not ideal as they can be inhaled and 
cause irritation in the lungs.  
 

During preparation time, 
a producer should check 
all equipment used  
during kidding. Check 
all heat lamps to make 
sure they are working 
and replace any bulbs or 
discard any heat lamps 
with damaged cords. 
There are companies 
that make “barn safe” 
heat lamps. It is essential 
when handling heat 
lamps that they be 
placed in a location 
where they are not in the 

direct way for a doe/ewe to get caught or even chew the 
cord. Heat lamps should be secured; often using a chain to 
weave the cord through and hang the lamp by the chain is 
the most secure method. Securing the heat lamps eliminates 
the chances for potential barn fires. Check to make sure you 
have enough water buckets, hangers, feeders and hay racks 
for all the does/ewes that will be potentially kidding/
lambing at the same time.  

Now for the “all hands on deck” tool kit. A producer can 
come across many different situations during this time of 
year, from dystocia to lack of full dilation by the ewe/doe. It 
is essential that producers have a close working relationship 
with a vet and to have his/her number on hand in case you 
may need it.  
 
Here is what one can find in basic tool kit: 
 
1. OB Gloves - To ensure you are being sterile if you have 
to go in and help pull a kid/lamb 
2. OB Lube 

3. Iodine - Dipping navels 

4. Plastic Shot glass - works great for dipping navels 

5. Electrolyte Plus - contains magnesium which works 
with the neuron receptors to help “jump start” kids/lambs 
6. Selenium/Vitamin E Gel Paste - depending on your  
mineral & vitamin status  
7. Vitamin E Gel Capsules 

8. Various Sized Syringes - Collect a small amount of    
colostrum from each dam and fill up ice cube trays to freeze 
and store colostrum for future use. 
9. Clean Hand Towels - great for helping dam to clean & 
dry offspring 
10. Ear Tags 

11. Tagger 

12. Digital Fish Scale & Kid/Lamb Sling - Obtaining birth-
weights 
13. Composition Notebook & Pen - Record births and birth-
ing Information 
14. Kid/Lamb Tube & “Catheter” Syringe 

15. Head Lamp - It never fails; you will need extra light, 
and it seems that during kidding/lambing season these handy 
tools disappear. 
16. CMPK Oral Drench 

17. Thermometer 

18. Oxytocin & Dexamthasone - both of these are Rx and 
should only be used with the direction of your vet. 
19. Trash bags/Empty Feed Bags - Disposal of afterbirth 

20. Ketone Strips 

21. Keto Plus Gel 
22.  Biomycin or equivalent antibiotic used for uterine    
infections 
 
And of course don’t forget a bag to put all the supplies in.  I 
personally utilize a fishing tackle bag as it has lots of pock-
ets and nice comfy shoulder strap. Happy preparations!!! 
 
For more information from Sara Beth Routh, you can follow 
her Small Ruminant Facebook Page here. 
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Forage Management Tips 
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina. 

January 
 
 To get maximum use of stockpiled fescue, restrict 

grazing area (electric cross fencing) so that four to six 
cows are grazing on an acre. 

 If winter pasture is limited, feed hay in the pasture or 
allow cows to graze every other day.  The priority for 
limited pasture is for (1) calves by creep grazing, (2) 
stockers, (3) nursing cows, and (4) dry cows. 

 Winter annual pastures that were planted on a pre-
pared seedbed may be severely damaged if animals 
trample on them during wet periods.  Allow calves 
first priority to these high-quality annual pastures.   

 Sample hay bales which are stored outside that will be 
fed during the next four to eight weeks. 

 Decide which fields will be re-seeded or overseeded 
during late winter and early spring; obtain soil test 
and supplies for planting. 

 Lime may be applied on sod during this “off season.” 
 Keep a record of winter weed problems (especially in 

alfalfa) so that control measures can be taken next 
fall.  This is the latest month that some herbicides 
may be used on legumes. 

 Determine animal feed requirements for the year 
(about 6 tons hay equivalent/cow-calf pair) and out-
line a 12-month forage production and use plan to 
meet the needs. 

 
February 
 
 Apply nitrogen to cool-season grasses to stimulate 

early spring growth. 
 Overseed legumes (ladino, red, alfalfa) into well-

grazed (2 inches or less), well-limed grass pastures. 
 Remember to inoculate legume seeds. 

 Lime fields that will be prepared for spring plantings. 
 Divide pastures to improve quality and persistence of 

pasture plants. 
 Locate sources of hybrid bermudagrass sprigs for 

planting next month. 
 Burn warm-season grass residues in late February or 

early March. 
 Get herbicide sprayers ready to control weeds in 

dormant bermudagrass fields.  It is also the last 
chance to control winter annuals in dormant alfalfa 
fields. 

 
March 
 
 Apply nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium to the 

cool-season grasses to increase spring production. 
 Begin grazing of fall-planted fescue, orchardgrass, 

and clovers when growth reaches about 6 inches. 
 Overseeding clovers (ladino, red, and alfalfa) into 

grass pastures should be completed early. 
 Scatter manure droppings in pastures where hay was 

fed or where cattle congregated during the winter. 
  Dig weed-free bermudagrass sprigs and plant them 

before growth begins.  Consider using a herbicide. 
 If pure stands of alfalfa are to be planted on prepared 

seedbeds during the spring, use a preemergence herbi-
cide because weeds will be more troublesome than 
they are for autumn plantings. 

 Control winter annual weeds in dormant bermu-
dagrass with herbicides or by burning. 

 Grass tetany may be a problem as rapid grass growth 
and cool, wet weather prevails. 

 Check alfalfa plantings made last fall for nodules.  If 
there are no nodules or they appear ineffective, con-
sider “emergency” application of inoculant. 
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NC State Fair Judging & Skillathon Contest Results 
 
Alamance County 4-H has a very active Youth Livestock Program that meets and practices monthly to prepare 
for contests throughout the year.  On October 28-29, 2017, eight 4-H youth attended the NC State Fair Live-
stock Judging and Skillathon Contests at NC State University in Raleigh, NC.  Alamance County 4-H entered 
two junior (ages 9-13) teams in the skillathon and judging contests.  This is the fourth year that Alamance 
County 4-H has entered teams into the State Fair contests.   
 
Skillathon team members Lane Whitfield, Tyler Dodson, Salem Sifford, and Hope Andrews won the overall 
junior livestock skillathon title for the contest.  Their team placed 2nd in identification/written test, 1st in    
quality assurance, and 1st in evaluation in order to win the overall title.  Alamance County 4-H entered a     
second team into the junior skillathon contest and those team members, Leah Black, Aiden Kernodle, and Gra-
cen Shoffner placed 4th overall in the contest.  They finished in 5th place for identification/written test, 4th in 
quality assurance, and 5th in evaluation.   
 
Judging team members Aiden Kernodle, 
Tyler Dodson, Salem Sifford, and Hope 
Andrews placed 4th overall in the junior 
livestock judging contest.  They placed 4th 
in swine judging, 4th in beef cattle judging, 
4th in sheep judging, 7th in meat goat    
judging, and 4th in oral reasons.  Alamance 
County 4-H entered a second team into the 
junior livestock judging contest; and those 
team members, Leah Black, Gracen 
Shoffner, and Lane Whitfield, placed 12th 
overall in the contest.  They finished 11th in 
swine judging, 8th in beef cattle judging, 
13th in meat goat judging, 12th in sheep 
judging, and 5th in oral reasons. 
 
Individual awards were also given out to 
youth that excelled and placed in the top 
ten.  The following youth from Alamance 
County 4-H were recognized individually:  Salem Sifford: 2nd place in sheep judging, 5the place in oral      
reasons, 10th place overall in judging, 3rd place in skillathon identification, 2nd place in skillathon evaluation, 
and 3rd overall in skillathon.  Tyler Dodson: 8th place in beef cattle judging, 5th in skillathon identification, 6th 
in skillathon quality assurance, 6th in skillathon evaluation, and 6th overall in skillathon.  Hope Andrews: 8th 
place in swine judging, 4th in skillathon identification, 2nd in skillathon quality assurance, 3rd in skillathon 
evaluation, and 4th overall in skillathon.  Aiden Kernodle: 9th place in swine judging, 4th in skillathon quality 
assurance, 8th in skillathon evaluation, and 9th overall in skillathon.  Gracen Shoffner: 5th in oral reasons.  
Lane Whitfield: 8th place in skillathon identification, 4th in skillathon evaluation, and 7th overall in skillathon. 
 
In addition to our junior members, Madison Sifford competed as a senior and received the following individu-
al awards: 6th place in skillathon identification, 6th place in skillathon evaluation, 8th place overall in skilla-
thon, 1st place in beef cattle judging, 5th place in oral reasons, and 10th place overall in judging.     
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Row, Left to Right: Tyler Dodson, Lane Whitfield, and Leah Black. 



 
Regional Goat & Sheep Producer Training 

January 20, 2018, 8:30 am– 2:00 pm 
Guilford Co. Extension Office 

3309 Burlington Rd. Greensboro, NC 
Topics: Artificial Insemination, Hoof Health, Biosecurity, 
Purchasing Practices, Soundness, Predator Control, and 

a Producer Panel!  
Register Online Here by 1/8: http://
go.ncsu.edu/2018goatsheeptraining  

 
 
 

Winter Forage Conference Series 
January 22-25, 2018 @ 4 Locations Across NC 

Closest Location for Alamance Co. is January 23rd at NC 
Agribusiness Meeting Center, 430 NC Highway 49 South 

Asheboro, NC from 9:30 am—4:00 pm 
Keynote Speaker is Jim Gerrish 

Cost $25/adult and $10/student (lunch is provided) 
For more information please click here. or  

Call 919-552-9111  
 
 
 

Beginning Farmer Workshop 
February 7, 2018, 9:00 am– 4:00 pm 

Person Co. Extension Office 
Topics will include basic needs for crops and livestock, 

terminology of farming, economics of farming, equipment, 
risks and more.  Reg. is $25/person or $40/two  people 

from the same farm, deadline 1/31 
For more information please click here or call Kim 

Woods at 336-599-1195   
 
 
 

Piedmont Regional Beef Conference 
March 1, 2018, 8:30 am– 4:00 pm 

Guilford Co. Extension Office 
3309 Burlington Rd. Greensboro, NC 

Topics: Hoof Health with Demo, Cattle-Fax with Market 
Outlooks, and a Feeder Calf Panel Discussion  

Flyer is on Page 4 with Agenda and  
Registration Information 

 

 
Novel Tall Fescue Renovation Workshop 

March 14, 2018, 8:30 am– 5:00 pm 
NC State Fairgrounds– Martin Building 

This one day workshop will give you the tools and infor-
mation needed to replace infected tall fescue with novel 

fescue varieties.  Reg. is $60/person by 3/1 
For more information please click here   

 
 
 
 

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings 
 
Alamance County (ACCA) 
Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
from September-March, Field Day in April: 
 
 January 9– Preparing Calves for Market 
 February 13– Predator Control 
 March 13– Herd Health Topic 
 April 10– Field Day @ Teague Ranch 
  
*Location Change!* 
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm at Harbor Inn Seafood 
Restaurant,  2408 S. Church St, Burlington, NC  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information regarding upcoming events and/or  
Cattlemen’s Association meetings, Please contact 
 Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or  

336-266-0702. 

Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of 
commercial products or  services in this publication does not imply 
endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination 
against similar products or services not mentioned. 

 NC State University and N.C. A&T State University are collectively committed to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit discrimination and harass-
ment  regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including 

pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State, N.C. A&T, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.  

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you 
would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, 
please call the Extension office to let us know.  
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