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Workshops and Demonstrations 
 

Thurs., Mar. 8, 10:00a  
  Pruning Shrubs and Trees 
Mon., Mar. 19, 10:00a  
  Rain Gardens—Managing the Flood 
Thurs., Mar. 22 
  Spring Birds—Watch Your Windows! 
Thurs., Apr. 5, 10:00a  
  Home Vegetable Gardening 
Fri., Apr. 6 
  Deadline to order from 4-H Plant Sale 
  (See Pages 5-7) 
Thurs., Apr. 19, 10:00a  
  The Herb Garden 
Thurs., May 3, 10:00a  
  Warm Season Lawns 
Thurs., May 17, 10:00a  
  Carnivores in Containers—Feeeed Meee! 
 

All classes will begin in the auditorium 
at the Agriculture Building and are free 
unless otherwise indicated.   
Registration is required.  Call 336-570-
6740, or register online here:  
http://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

 

  
  

  

  

  
  

Contact us : 

Alamance County Cooperative        
Extension Service  
209-C N. Graham Hopedale Rd.     
Burlington,  NC  27217 
Phone:  336-570-6740  
E-mail:                                 
Mark Danieley                           
mark_danieley@ncsu.edu 
Chris Stecker                                                           
christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com 
Visit our website:     
http://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/  

 

 

 

  

Alamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture Department 

The recent nice weather has gotten people to start thinking about spring. 

There are trees and shrubs blooming everywhere. The days have been 

mostly warm with little to no frost in the past couple of weeks. That has 

been good news for camellia lovers. Normally the japonica camellia only 

has a few days to display their glory before a frost turns their beautiful 

flowers brown. The same goes for the flowering apricots, which have 

really put on a show so far this year. I am not a big fan of the Bradford 

pear, but I can see why they became so popular. Without a frost to kill 

the flowers, a mature Bradford pear in full bloom is a sight to see. Enjoy 

the flowers now because, while I hate to be the bearer of bad news, it is 

not spring yet.  

Like us on Face-
book; click the 
link below: 

Has Spring Sprung?  Not So Fast! 
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Until The Hammer Falls 
The average low temperature in March starts out in 
the mid-thirties working its way up to the low-forties. 
The average high goes from upper fifties to the upper 

sixties. While those average  low temperatures are not 
a particular problem, the record lows can be. The 
record low for March 15 is 8 degrees, with many oth-
er record lows in the teens. Low temperatures like 

that can be devastating to an open flower or tender 
growth. I happened by one of our local box stores 
today and was browsing through the garden section, 
as I tend to do. There was a good selection of cool-

season plants like broccoli, cabbage and lettuce. 

There were also some tomato plants. I do not know 
whom they are trying to fool, but it is not even close 
to time to plant tomatoes. There is no amount of 

covering you can do to protect tomatoes in the gar-

den at this time.  

Perhaps of bigger con-

cern to me are the fruit 
trees at the Buster 
Sykes Demonstration 

Farm. I will be watch-

ing them closely for 
the next few weeks. 
There are already two 

varieties of plum in 
bloom and one variety 

of peach. I do not have 
much hope of having 

any fruit on those trees 
this year. Some of the other peaches could bloom in the 

next week or so if it stays warm. The good news is that 
peaches can lose up to 90% of their blossoms and still 

have a full crop. We might get lucky, but I will not hold 
my breath. The apple trees are not as far along and I am 

hoping they will wait until much later before they 
bloom.  

The Alamance County Master 
Gardener Volunteers will spend a 

lot of time in the orchard this 

year. They will be recording 
bloom time for all the plants and 
whether the blooms are damaged 

by frost. This information collect-
ed over the next several years will 
be used to make plant variety rec-

ommendations. If a particular plum variety loses its crop 

three out of five years, you may not want to plant it if 
you are hoping for a consistent fruit harvest. We will 
share what we learn as the year progresses.  

If you have any questions about weather and gardening, 
please give Chris or me a call.  



March Garden Tips 
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N ow is the time for 
renovation pruning 

of boxwoods,  hollies and 
other  broad-leaf ever-
greens. You will be cutting 
down to bare branches, 
but don’t worry,  hollies 
will rebound quickly from 
this treatment.  Boxwoods 
will respond more slowly, 
taking a couple of years to 
look their best again.  Do 
NOT do renovation prun-
ing on needled evergreens, 
such as junipers or ar-
borvitae—these do not 
have the adventitious buds 
necessary to regrow from 
bare branches.  If your ju-
nipers become unmanage-
able, replace them with a 
right-size variety. 

 

F or touch-up pruning  
on broadleaf ever-

greens, cut the longest 
stems back to a joint.  This 
takes a bit longer, but will 
leave you with a more nat-
ural shape than shearing.   

 

P rune butterfly bushes 
to within 1 or 2 feet 

of the ground.  It’s safe 
now, too, to cut back har-
dy lantana, salvias and oth-
er hollow-stemmed peren-
nials. 

 

P reventing crabgrass in 
fescue lawns is easy if 

the turf is dense and 
mowed no shorter than 3-

1/2 inches.  Crabgrass 
seeds require light to ger-
minate, so a thick turf will 
prevent crabgrass seed 
from germinating. Apply 
pre-emergence crabgrass 
control to exposed areas, 
such as next to driveways 
and sidewalks before the 
middle of the month.  Re-
apply around the first of 
May. 

 

F ertilize pecan trees at 
the rate of 4 pounds 

of 10-10-10 per inch of 
trunk diameter.  Spread the 
fertilizer under the limbs 
of the tree to the full ex-
tent of the drip line.  The 
“drip line” is an imaginary 
circle that surrounds the 
tree with a radius that ex-
tends from the trunk to 
the tips of the branches.   

 

F or unblemished fruit, 
you’ll need to imple-

ment a spray program for 
your peach and apple trees.   
There are combination 
orchard sprays that will do 
a pretty good job, as long 
as you strictly follow the 
label instructions. Keep in 
mind that these combina-
tion sprays contain insecti-
cides.   Never spray insec-
ticides when trees are in 
flower!  You will need 
those bees for proper pol-
lination and perfect fruit.  
Contact us for more infor-
mation. 

S ow seeds of beets, leaf 
lettuce, English peas 

and turnips. Plant cabbage, 
broccoli, cauliflower, head 
lettuce plants and onion 
sets or plants. 

 

R emove spent flowers 
from spring-

flowering bulbs, but leave 
the foliage to replenish the 
bulb for next spring.  
Don’t braid, tie or other-
wise damage the leaves but 
allow them to die down 
naturally.  Planting other 
annuals and perennials 
among the bulbs will help 
disguise unsightly foliage.   
 

I f your cool-season veg-
etable garden usually 

succumbs to unseasonable 
heat, try gardening in con-
tainers that can be moved 
to a more sheltered spot if 
unusual heat—or cold– 
threatens.  If containers 
aren't an option, a light-
weight shade cloth sus-
pended over the row on 
hoop supports can reduce 
temperatures by ten de-
grees or more. 



Arbor Gate Plant of  the Month 
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Looking for a groundcover for a hot, dry garden spot?  This great 
southeast native may be just the thing!  Mossy phlox is the ideal 
groundcover for a hot, dry, well-drained site. The 4-inch tall mat of 
shiny, needle-like foliage is mostly evergreen and, beginning in ear-
ly March, it’s virtually smothered with flowers in pastel shades that 
persist through April.  A shearing of spent blooms can encourage 
sporadic bloom until frost.  Clumps slowly spread to about 3 feet 
and are just right for rock gardens or to cascade over walls.   

Here at Arbor Gate Teaching Garden, Phlox nivalis ‘Camla’, a Plant 
Delights selection, has performed admirably in our parking lot 
scree garden since the garden’s installation in 2015.   

Read more here: 

Mossy phlox   ’Camla’                                    Phlox nivalis 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/all/phlox-nivalis/ 


