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Workshops and Demonstrations 
 

Thurs., Apr. 5, 10:00a  
  Home Vegetable Gardening 
Fri., Apr. 6 
  Deadline to order from 4-H Plant Sale 
Thurs., Apr. 19, 10:00a  
  The Herb Garden 
Thurs., May 3, 10:00a  
  Warm Season Lawns 
Thurs., May 17, 10:00a  
  Carnivores in Containers—Feeeed Meee! 
Thurs., June 7, 10:00a  FEE* 
  *Vermicomposting-Let  the Worms  Do It!* 
Thurs., June 21, 10:00a  
  Propagation Workshop—Send In the Clones! 
 

All classes will begin in the auditorium 
at the Agricultural Building and are free, 
unless otherwise indicated. 
Registration is required.  Call 336-570-
6740, or register online here:  
http://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/ 
*$10.00 FEE covers the cost of your 
compost bin materials and worms. 
 
 

 

  
  

  

  

  
  

Contact us :                                         
Alamance County Cooperative        
Extension Service                             
209-C N. Graham Hopedale Rd.     
Burlington,  NC  27217                 
Phone:  336-570-6740                         
E-mail:                                             
Mark Danieley                           
mark_danieley@ncsu.edu 

Chris Stecker                                                           
christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Alamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture Department 

Lawn care can be an expensive and time-consuming chore. I have seen 
lawns that obviously get a lot of attention and those that do not.         
Alamance County is in the transition zone where we can grow either a 
cool-season grass like tall fescue or a warm-season grass like bermu-
dagrass. Fescue grows best between September and May, unlike bermu-
dagrass that grows best from May through September.  

It is possible to keep tall fescue looking good through most of the sum-
mer, but that requires watering which can be expensive. Therefore, you 
have a couple of decisions to make. Do you want to have green grass in 
the winter? That means growing tall fescue or bermudagrass that is over-
seeded with ryegrass in the fall.  The other alternative is to have green 
grass in the summer and not worry about fall and winter color. That is a 
less expensive option and one that some people have chosen.   

Like us on    
Facebook; click 
the link below: 

Summer Green... 

Tall Fescue  Bermudagrass 
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...and Summer Not 
The possible warm-season grasses for our area are bermudagrass, 
zoysiagrass and centipede. You may have seen advertisements for 
zoysiagrass that claim it will choke out weeds and other grasses. 
That may be true, but what they do not tell you is that it is very 
slow to be established. If you plant plugs on 12” centers, it will 
take at least three years to get complete coverage. In those three 
years, you will most likely have a problem with weeds and ero-
sion. Centipede is also a slow growing grass that is probably not a 
good choice either. 

Bermudagrass is our best choice for a warm-season grass in our 
area. Bermudagrass spreads by both above ground stems (stolons) 
and underground stems (rhizomes). These above- and below-
ground runners enable the bermudagrass to spread rapidly and 
take over garden and landscape beds. While this 
can be an unwanted behavior in most situations, 
it is a definite advantage for a bermudagrass 
lawn. Bermudagrass is used on athletic fields 
because it tolerates wear and traffic and recovers 
quickly from injury. It is also very drought toler-
ant and rarely needs irrigation in the summer. 
The main limitation of bermudagrass is that it 
won’t tolerate shade. If it does not get full sun, 
the growth will be thin and weak. 

Common bermudagrass is what is found in most 
Alamance County lawns. It can be spread by 
stolons, rhizomes or seed. There are improved 
varieties that can also be seeded that have a finer 
texture and make a better lawn. Two of the best 
seeded varieties are Riviera and Yukon. The very 
best bermudagrass hybrid varie-
ties can only be grown from 
sod, plugs and sprigs. These 
varieties include Tifsport and 
Tifway that are commonly used 
on golf courses.   

If you are interested in learning 
more about a bermudagrass 
lawn, we are having a warm-
season lawn class on May 3. 
We’ll discuss what is required to 
establish and maintain a nice 
warm-season lawn. As always, if 
you have any gardening ques-
tions please give me or Chris a 
call. 

Effect of shade on bermudagrass 

Weed invasion one week after plugging zoysiagrass 



April Garden Tips 
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A pril is a good month 
to start scouting for 

insect pests on your shrubs 
and trees.  Aphids, azalea 
lace bugs and boxwood 
leaf miners will be active 
this month.  Look closely 
at your plants to see what 
kind of insects might be 
present.  Proper identifica-
tion is necessary before 
any control methods are 
used.  Less than three per-
cent of the insects you will 
see are actually potential 
plant pests.  Most insects 
are beneficial and will help 
control the bugs that cause 
problems.  If you have an 
insect on your shrubs or 
trees that needs to be iden-
tified, you can bring it to 
the Cooperative Extension 
Office.   
 

B egin spraying fruit 
trees with a home 

orchard spray as soon as 
the flower petals fade. 
 

N ow is the time to 
begin to pay atten-

tion to your warm season 
lawn.  Fertilize your estab-
lished bermudagrass or 
zoysia lawn by applying ½ 
pound of nitrogen per 
1000 square feet.  Repeat 
the application in June and 
August.  Learn more about 
how to establish and main-

tain a warm-season lawn at 
our Think Green Thursday 
class on May 3rd.  You can 
register online here:   
https://goo.gl/xq34dn 
 

M owing season is in 
full swing for cool-

season lawns.  To reduce 
weeds and encourage the 
long, strong root growth 
that will better withstand 
drought, set your mower 
blade high; at least 3 inch-
es, but 3-1/2 inches is bet-
ter.  Mow frequently this 
time of year, removing no 
more than 1/3 of the 
blade.  Leave the clippings 
on the lawn; you can re-
duce the amount of nitro-
gen fertilizer you add to 
your lawn by as much as 
one-third if you recycle. 

 

F ertilize established 
roses when new 

growth is approximately 2” 
long.  Susceptible plants 
should be on a regular 
spray program to control 
fungus diseases.  If you’re 
a rose lover but hate the 
thought of adhering to a 
spray schedule, consider 
planting one of the many 
easy-care shrub roses.  Get 
some ideas by visiting   
Arbor Gate Teaching  
Garden  to see what’s in 
bloom. 

A fter danger of frost is 
past – around April 

15th – plant seeds of sweet 
corn, pole beans, lima and 
snap beans, cantaloupe, 
cucumbers, summer 
squash, pumpkins and wa-
termelons. 
 

W ait until the end of 
the month to plant 

tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplant.  These do best 
when nighttime and soil 
temperatures are a little 
warmer. 
 

D ivide, repot and fer-
tilize houseplants 

before moving them out-
doors for their summer 
vacation at the end of the 
month.   
 

W hen selecting sum-
mer annuals, look 

for short, bushy plants 
with green leaves, well-
developed root systems 
and more buds than flow-
ers.   For long-lasting sum-
mer color, try one of the 
newer, brightly-colored 
Coleus cultivars that work 
in sun or shade. 



Arbor Gate Plant of  the Month 
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Big bold leaves, flowers and seeds are just three of the things that set this native apart  and make it a ‘must’ for 
your woodland garden.   

Red Buckeye, also called “firecracker tree” is an understory standout that grows in an attractive dome shape to 
about 15 feet.  An early bloomer, red buckeye’s bright tubular flowers to feed the first hummingbirds of spring as 
soon as two years after planting.  The shiny ‘buckeyes” (so-called because of 
their resemblance to a buck’s eye) are toxic to humans, but legend has it that 
carrying one in your pocket brings good luck.   Oddly, deer are not interested in 
red buckeye, but squirrels enjoy the seeds and hummingbirds are happy to see 
these bright beacons when they return from their long migratory trek.  

Aesculus pavia prefers well-drained soil, but will tolerate wet places and is surpris-
ingly tolerant of drought, once established.  Locate in part-sun to shade; protect 
from afternoon sun to avoid browning of the leaves in summer. 

Read more here:   

Red Buckeye         Aesculus pavia 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/all/aesculus-pavia/ 


