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When it comes to important pasture management equipment, two pieces of equipment 
come to mind: the pasture sprayer and the no-till drill.  Both pieces of equipment need 
to be calibrated prior to use so you do not make costly and timely mistakes.  Calibrat-
ing a no-till drill was the primary focus at our recent pasture workshop held in May.  
Calibrating only takes 10-15 minutes and is pretty simple once you understand how to 
do it.  So, why should you calibrate a no-till drill?  You want to calibrate a no-till drill 
so you know how many pounds of seed you are drilling per acre.  This will let you 
know whether or not the drill needs to be adjusted up or down to achieve the  
desired amount of seed per acre.  If you are putting out too little or too much seed, it 
can cost you in the end.  Always take the time to calibrate a no-till drill.  Want to learn 
how to calibrate a no-till drill?  Check out this helpful publication from NCSU and 
Southeast Agriseed’s website with calibration resources (including a calculator to use). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When it comes to pasture sprayers, there are boom and boomless sprayer options.  A 
boom sprayer has long boom poles that extend out with several nozzles to calibrate 
while a boomless sprayer only has one nozzle and no boom poles.  The advantages of 
using a boomless sprayer is you do not have to worry about hitting fences or trees with 
the boom poles like you do on a boom sprayer.  You can get closer to areas and spray 
herbicide into the woods or along a fence row.  You can also drive through gates with-
out having to fold up boom poles.  The main reason you want to calibrate a pasture 
sprayer is to know how many gallons you are spraying per acre so you can determine 
the amount of herbicide to apply to each tank.  If you are over or under you may not be 
spraying the correct amount of herbicide to kill the weeds targeted which again can be 
a costly and timely mistake.  To learn how to calibrate a boom or boomless sprayer 
check out this helpful publication from UT Extension. 
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Youth Learn About Agriculture in Recent 4-H Camp 
Written By Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 

The summer is in full swing around here and that 
means youth are out of school!  Each year through the 
4-H Summer Sizzle program, youth have the oppor-
tunity to learn about agriculture and visit farms.  Tradi-
tionally, we offer a one-day youth farm tour in the 
summer.  We have also offered specific camps such as 
a goat camp for youth interested in learning how to 
care, manage, and show goats.  For 2018, we decided 
on a three-day agriculture camp for youth ages 9-18.  
Dwayne Dabbs (field crops), Taylor Jones (4-H), and I 
planned and implemented the camp from June 18th to 
June 20th.   

The main goal of the camp was to expose youth to dif-
ferent types of farms and educate them on various agri-
culture-related topics such as farm safety.  We had ten 
youth participants from various backgrounds, some 
were farms and some were not.  The first day of camp 
youth learned about farm safety, got an overview of 
agriculture in Alamance County and NC, and of the 
swine industry.  Youth were also able to try out the 
new combine simulator that Alamance County Farm 
Bureau owns.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second day we took the youth to Raleigh to tour 
the N.C. State dairy farm and museum, farmers’ mar-
ket, JC Raulston Arboretum, and the NCDA&CS soil 
testing lab.  It was a fun day, but with temperatures 
close to 100, we got a little hot during the tours!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the third and final day of the camp, we took 
youth to visit farms in Alamance County.  On past 
evaluations, youth have asked to visit a horse farm, so 
we decided to take them to the NC Therapeutic Riding 
Center to learn about horse care and management as 
well as therapeutic riding.  While horses are not 
thought of as agriculture, they certainly are!  On horse 
farms, owners still need to purchase agricultural goods 
such as lime/fertilizer, feed, fencing, hay, grass seed, 
and more.  We also made stops at the Buster Sykes 
Demonstration Orchard, Covington Dairy Farm, and 
Paul Walker Livestock Farm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watching these youth learn about agriculture really 
hits the spot for me because they are our future.  They 
will grow up and be our policy makers, educators, and 
hopefully farmers!   
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Forage Management Tips 
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina. 

July  
 
 Stick to a four-to six-week schedule of nitrogen  

applications on summer grasses.  Do not delay   
applications because of dry weather unless it has 
not rained at all since previous application. 

 Maintain harvesting frequency for quality hay. 
 Hot, dry weather can result in nitrate and prussic 

acid poisoning of animals grazing stunted, highly 
fertilized summer annuals. 

 Sample soils and apply lime on fields to be planted 
in the autumn. 

 If cool-season forages are to be planted in the fall 
on a prepared seedbed of old sods, it is time to get 
the land prepared so clods and root mass have time 
to settle before planting. 

 Get silage harvesting equipment ready (sharpen 
knives, purchase plastic for covering silo) so there 
will be no delays when the crop is ready. 

 Decide which fescue pastures will be stockpiled for 
winter grazing.  Nitrogen (60 to 80 pounds/acre) 
should be applied August 1 in the mountains and 
between August 7 and September 1 elsewhere.      

 
August     
 
 Prepare good seedbeds and plant one time–        

especially alfalfa and other legumes. 
 If legumes are to be sod-seeded into grass pastures 

in the autumn, plan the grazing program so those 
pastures can be grazed close (1-2 in.) by planting 
time. 

 Use good-quality inoculant and good methods to 
obtain the best legume seedling development.   

 Apply limestone to pastures with pH below 5.8 to 
be overseeded next spring. 

 Start harvesting corn silage in the hard dent stage 
and when the dry matter is in the range of 35 to 
40%. 

 Fertilize warm-season grasses. 
 Fertilize fescue and keep cattle off of the pastures 

to be stockpiled for winter grazing. 
 
September 
 
 Fertilize and lime cool-season grasses. 
 Plant cool-season legumes such as ladino, sod    

clover, and alfalfa into tall fescue sods.  Use       
insecticide. 

 Keep the grazing pressure on the summer grasses 
and completely use them before grazing cool-
season forages. 

 Watch for fall insects (armyworms, grasshoppers, 
crickets) on established and seedling stands of     
forages. 

 Plant winter annuals on prepared seedbed for     
earliest fall grazing.  No-till planting can be        
successful, but will not usually be ready to graze as 
soon after planting as on prepared seedbed. 

 Overseed or no-till winter annual legumes or    
grasses onto summer perennial grass after they 
have been closely grazed.  Planting early may     
require that herbicides be used to suppress the    
existing grass growth. 

 Make a winter feed supply inventory so deficien-
cies can be avoided now (hay or winter pastures). 
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The NC Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation 
secured funds from the Golden LEAF Foundation to 
implement a pasture improvement program for NC in 
the fall of 2017.  Alamance County SWCD applied for 
the grant to receive a no-till drill and were awarded 
the grant in early September 2017. 
 
The no-till drill was delivered last fall and is now 
available for rent.  Rental rate in the county is $12 per 
acre with a $100 minimum.  Rental rate for out of the 
county is $12 per acre with $150 minimum 
(surrounding counties only).  To rent the drill please  
contact Alamance County SWCD at 336-290-0380. 

 

No-Till Drill Now Available for Rent from Soil & Water 
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At this point in the year, most of us are just trying to  
survive the heat and keep the waterers full for our live-
stock.  I know I am already counting down the days until 
fall arrives with cool mornings, leaves changing colors, 
and cool-season pasture growth!  Throughout the year, I 
visit a lot of pastures for different reasons so I thought I 
would compile my favorite tips for pasture improvement 
for this article. 
 
I know I may be preaching to the choir with this one but 
seriously folks, if you haven’t soil tested in 3+ years, it is 
time!  You cannot properly manage a pasture without a 
current soil test to let you know the pH and nutrient  
levels.  Nutrients are important for root development, 
winter hardiness, growth, disease resistance, and more.  
If your pH is too low (optimum is 6-6.5 for most grasses) 
then the plant cannot take up the other nutrients needed 
for overall plant health and growth.  I recently visited 
with the soil testing lab folks in Raleigh and learned 
about the testing process.  It is interesting to know that 
our lab handles the most samples of any other public lab 
in the country, around 300,000-400,000 samples per 
year! 
 
The next tip is to take what your soil sample results tell 
you and actually amend the soil with either lime and/or 
fertilizer.  It doesn’t do you any good to take soil  
samples and not follow through if your soil needs  
nutrients. 
 
Now that that is behind us we can focus on more fun 
stuff!  One of the first things I look at during a pasture 
evaluation is the number of acres and number of  
livestock grazing (and also what species are grazing).  
Why is this important?  Stocking rates are crucial in  
pasture management.  If you are overstocked, that has to 
be corrected first before anything else can take shape.  If 
you are grazing different species (such as horses, cattle, 
and goats) it is important to know that they each graze 
the pasture a little differently.  You need to know how 
many animals your pasture can support in your current 
grazing system.  If your pasture is constantly overgrazed 
and stressed you likely have too many animals grazing.  
If you have an abundance of grass, you may consider 
adding a few more animals to keep up with the grass 
growth. 
 
There are a couple of things you can do to get the most 
out of your pasture even if you may be a little over-
stocked.  For horses and small ruminants, dry lots can 
work really well.  This is an area free of vegetation 

where the animals are held when they are off pasture.  I 
always suggest there be a shelter, free choice hay, water, 
and minerals in this area.  This will allow the pastures 
time to rest and you now have control over where and 
when animals graze. 
 
Another approach you can take is rotational grazing.  If 
you are currently grazing one large pasture, try dividing 
it in half so one side can rest and recover while the  
animals are grazing the other half.  Always remember to 
take half, leave half when it comes to grazing.  Some 
folks take it a step further and do more intensive grazing 
where a temporary fence is moved every day (or some-
times every hour) and animals are allotted small areas to 
graze in order to graze more uniformly and efficiently.  
All of this aids in a healthier pasture because grass is 
given a resting period to regrow and the animals  
typically consume all of the grass instead of their  
favorite areas. 

Water is another thing to think about when setting up 
your pastures for success.  If you only have one watering 
option at the barn it may be hard to set up rotational 
grazing or for the livestock to graze the entire pasture.  
Livestock tend to hang around the watering area 
(especially in the summer) and graze that area more than 
the area further away from the water.  Always centralize 
water and have it easily accessible in all the pastures.  
Automatic waterers are a good option when looking at 
ways to improve your pasture.  They can water multiple 
areas, keep water cool in the summer and keep it from 
freezing in the winter, and they are automatic, so no 
more filling water tanks! 
 
That is all the room I have for this newsletter, be on the 
lookout for part II in the next edition.  I will talk about 
forage species, cool- and warm-season pastures, weed 
control, and more!  

 

Tips for Pasture Improvement Part I 
Written By Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 



 
The 73rd annual Central Piedmont Junior Livestock Show and Sale was recently held on April 18th & 19th in 
Hillsborough, NC. The tradition began on April 24, 1946 in Durham. This was the 32nd year that the show was 
held at the Central Carolina Holstein Association Barn in Orange Grove. This event is open to 4-H and FFA 
youth ages 5-18 in Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Durham, Granville, Guilford, Orange, Person, Wake, and 
Randolph Counties. This year, there were 103 youth showing a total of 184 animals: 20 heifers, 8 feeder 
steers, 10 market steers, 24 market goats, 43 meat goat does, 10 breeding ewes, 18 market lambs, 43 market 
hogs, and 8 pens-of-three hogs. 
 
Alamance County had six 4-H members showing 29 animals in this year’s show. Winners from Alamance 
County include the following.  Madison Sifford won Reserve Champion Market Hog, Senior Reserve  
Champion Swine Showmanship, Grand Champion Pen-of-Three Hogs, Grand Champion Feeder Steer,  
Reserve Champion Feeder Steer, Reserve Champion Beef Heifer, Senior Grand Champion Beef  
Showmanship, Grand Champion Market Lamb, Senior Grand Champion Sheep Showmanship, and 1st place 
project record book for ages 16-18.  Salem Sifford won Junior Grand Champion Swine Showmanship, Grand 
Champion Beef Heifer, Junior Grand Champion Beef Showmanship, Reserve Champion Market Lamb, Junior 
Grand Champion Sheep Showmanship, Grand Champion Breeding Ewe, Reserve Champion Breeding Ewe, 
and 1st place project record book for ages 13-15.  Aiden Kernodle and Lane Whitfield both exhibited a meat 
goat doe and placed in their type class.  Sedona Sifford exhibited a market hog, beef heifer, market lamb, and 
breeding ewe as a Cloverbud.  Cole Whitfield exhibited a meat goat doe as a Cloverbud.  Cloverbud youth are 
ages 5-8 and show non-competitively.   
 
Many thanks to our 2018 show sponsors: Alamance County Farm Bureau, Alamance Farmers’ Mutual, Eli 
Whitney Ruritan Club, Carolina Farm Credit, and Alamance County Cattlemen’s Association.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

73rd Annual Central Piedmont Jr. Livestock Show & Sale Results 
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NC Egg Grading School for Small Producers 

July 19, 2018– All Day 
NC State Animal and Poultry Teaching Unit  

3741 Inwood Dr., Raleigh, NC 
Topics include proper methods of grading and  

evaluating the internal and external quality of the 
shell eggs, NC Egg Law, and more! 

Cost: $50, FMI please click here 
 

Amazing Grazing- Small Ruminant  
Grazier’s Workshop 

August 4, 2018, 9:30 am– 4:00 pm 
Piedmont Research Station  

8530 Sherrills Ford Rd., Salisbury, NC 28147  
Topics include hoof health, cost-share programs, 

breeding stock selection, nutrition, forage systems,    
and hands-on hoof trimming. 

RSVP by July 27th to  
Morgan Watts, morgan_watts@ncsu.edu 

FMI please click here 
 
 

Amazing Grazing  
Workshops 

For a complete list of  
Amazing Grazing  
Workshop dates  
please click here 

 
 

 

Pasture Management Series, Part II 
August 9, 2018, 5:30 pm– 8:00 pm 

2315 Jeffries Cross Rd. Burlington, NC 
Topics include follow-up from May workshop,     

pasture layout with bud box demonstration,  
and what to plant next (annual vs. perennial) 

*The workshop is mainly full with a few open spots, 
please call/email Lauren Langley if you would like 

to join us!* 
 
 

 
NC Choices Presents: Marketing Local Meat 

August 23, 2018- All Day 
Forsyth County Agricultural Building 

1450 Fairchild Rd., Winston-Salem, NC 27105 
Topics include branding, how to market hard-to-sell 
cuts, targeting your market, goal-setting, practical 

tips, and so much more 
Cost: $35, FMI please click here   

 
 

Pastured Poultry Workshop 

August 30, 2018, 5:30 pm– 8:00 pm 
5309 Mebane Oaks Rd., Mebane, NC 

Topics include brooding and chick care, breeds, safe 
egg handling, farm tour, and poultry update. 

Cost: $10, FMI please click here 
 
 

Pasture Weed Management Class 
Save-the-Date: September 6, 2018 

 
 

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings 
 
Alamance County (ACCA) 
Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
from September-March, Field Day in April: 
 
 September 11– Farm Taxes  
 October 9– TBA 
 November 13– TBA 
 December 11– Christmas Dinner 
  
*Location Change!* 
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm– a possible new location 
will be announced soon! 

 
For more information regarding upcoming events and/or  

Cattlemen’s Association meetings, Please contact 
 Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or  

336-266-0702. 

Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of 
commercial products or  services in this publication does not imply 
endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination 
against similar products or services not mentioned. 

 NC State University and N.C. A&T State University are collectively committed to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit discrimination and harass-
ment  regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including 

pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State, N.C. A&T, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.  

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you 
would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, 
please call the Extension office to let us know.  
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https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/workshops-conferences/
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/AG-Small-Ruminant-Workshop-2018.pdf
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/AG-2018-Save-Date.pdf
https://cefs.ncsu.edu/save-the-date-nc-choices-forsyth-county-extension-host-full-day-meat-marketing-workshop/
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/PoultryWorkshopFlyer_2018.pdf

