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Are farms really a nuisance? If you have been following the nuisance lawsuit cases
against Smithfield Foods, you may be wondering when did farms become a nuisance to
the people they feed? Let’s be real folks, without farms, there is no food. Not just
food, but no clothing, no leather seats in your car, no cosmetics, no medicine, and the
list could go on and on. Farms are responsible for a lot of the goods in our daily lives,
so why all the sudden are farms a nuisance? Since the majority of the population is
removed from the farm, they lack the education needed to understand farming. For
those of us involved in farming, it is part of our norm and honestly we just don’t think
about the fact that it is a foreign concept to the vast majority of our population. Some
people think food just appears in the grocery store.

With all the publicity surrounding the nuisance
lawsuit cases, I have really been thinking about
how the public views farming. As a farming
community, we have to step up our advocacy
game and work to inform the public about
agriculture. Farming may be smelly, noisy, and
dirty from time to time but that is just part of it.
The public needs to understand that farming is not
a fairy tale. It is true hard labor and not every
aspect of it is pretty. Let’s look at raising livestock for instance. It doesn’t matter what species
of livestock you are raising, there will be manure
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to deal with. Manure is not pleasant but it is part
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complies with animal waste regulations.
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Spreading chicken, cattle, or swine manure on pasture and/or hay land is a perfectly
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complaining about the odor when chicken litter is applied to fields. With a little
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of organic nutrients that the soil needs. Unfortunately, it does smell. Manure smells.
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Each year, I educate the public at various community events about raising livestock
and livestock products. One of our largest events is called Farm-to-Table, where we
educate close to 900 4th graders about agriculture. I specifically talk about raising beef
cattle, beef cuts, by-products, and nutrition. There are eight other stations that are
visited as well: beekeeping, field crops, forestry, soil and water, poultry, farm technology, plant science, and dairy. Each participant leaves with an apple and a goody bag
full of agricultural information from different commodity groups and partners. It is
such a fun event and takes place at the historic farm at Cedarock Park in the fall.
Taking time to educate our youth about agriculture is important because they are our
future.

Chicken Coop Design

Written By Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent
You have made the exciting decision to raise and keep
chickens! Now what? Consider the chicken coop to
be next on your list before you start going down the
road of which breed to buy and stocking up on fun
things like treats, waterers, and egg baskets. The first
decision needs to be, do I want the chicken coop to be
permanently located or mobile? This will go back to
your chicken keeping goals and land availability. If
you live on a small piece of land, a non-mobile coop is
a better option. If you would like to move your chickens around and designate where they fertilize, you may
want to consider a mobile coop. Farms that want to
incorporate chickens as part of their grazing system
will also want to consider a mobile coop.

After you decide mobile or non-mobile, then you can
start looking at different designs and coop building
materials.
Here are a few design basics:

Make an enclosed space for nest boxes, roosting,
and to protect birds at night.

Chickens need outdoor access; if coop is nonmobile, make sure they have a yard area to roam.

If coop is mobile, consider electric poultry netting
to create a chicken yard.

Build with ventilation in mind; keeping the coop
well ventilated and dry is key to bird health.

Use existing materials; an old trailer can easily
become a mobile chicken coop.

Make the coop easily accessible to collect eggs and
clean out bedding.
For more information on coop requirements for laying
hens, please click here.
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No-Till Drill Now Available for Rent from Soil & Water
The NC Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation
secured funds from the Golden LEAF Foundation to
implement a pasture improvement program for NC in
the fall of 2017. Alamance County SWCD applied for
the grant to receive a no-till drill and were awarded
the grant in early September 2017.
The no-till drill was delivered last fall and is now
available for rent. Rental rate in the county is $12 per
acre with a $100 minimum. Rental rate for out of the
county is $12 per acre with $150 minimum
(surrounding counties only). To rent the drill please
contact Alamance County SWCD at 336-290-0380.

Forage Management Tips

From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina.
October












Finish using summer grasses before grazing the
cool-season ones.
Plant cool-season legumes such as ladino clover
and alfalfa into tall fescue sods by October 20
(Piedmont and Coastal Plains).
Overseed warm-season grasses with winter annuals.
Be wary of prussic acid poisoning in animals
grazing sudan and sorghum-sudans after the first
few frosts.
Check alfalfa plantings made earlier this fall for
proper nodule formation. If nodules have not developed on seedlings, an “emergency” application
of inoculant can be successfully made in October,
March, or April.
Kill tall fescue or orchardgrass this month with
herbicide on fields to be planted to alfalfa in the
winter or switchgrass in April or May.
Sample soils to be overseeded or planted next
spring so the limestone can be applied early enough
to react.

November








December
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To improve feeding efficiency, test forages before
winter feeding begins.
As winter feeding begins, separate the herd into
lactating and dry cows so the best-quality pastures
and hay can be fed to the cows with nursing calves.
Do not graze fall-planted perennial pastures until
growth reaches 6 to 8 inches.
Winter annual pastures that were planted early
(September) may be responsive to an additional
application of nitrogen (30 to 50 pounds/acre).
Weed control in fall plantings of alfalfa and other
legumes should be completed between now and
December or January, depending on herbicide
selection.

Limit the grazing of winter pastures by feeding hay
on pasture or restricting acres available to animals.
Feed hay stored outside before using hay stored
inside.
Map a monthly forage demand for specific classes
of livestock. Total annual needs can be estimated if
you remember that each cow requires 25 to 30
pounds of hay equivalent per day.
Weed control should be completed on seedling
legumes, especially for certain herbicides.
If you plan to seed switchgrass in April or May,
buy your seed this month and store at room
temperature or slightly higher to break seed
dormancy.

Picking Up After the Storm On Pasture-Based Livestock Farms
Written By Dr. Matt Poore, NCSU Extension Beef Specialist

Livestock farmers need to be diligent in checking livestock,
repairing damaged infrastructure, and looking for possible
hazards in pastures caused by storm damage. Whether the storm
was a severe thunderstorm, a hurricane, or a tornado, storm
damage can cause acute injury and further damage to livestock if
tending to animals and pastures is made a low priority in the
recovery process.
At a time when there often is damage to personal property including dwellings, outbuildings, and other non-livestock facilities,
sometimes the livestock and the pastures take a lower priority.
The health and well-being of livestock should be the second
priority after the health and well being of farmers and their
families. Immediately after the storm subsides, producers should
assess damage both to their infrastructure and their livestock.
After they are sure friends and family are out of peril, they should
check their pasture infrastructure to make sure that cattle or other
livestock are in the pastures they were in before the storm, and
that none of the animals are injured. If animals were injured by
flying debris, the farmer should contact a veterinarian immediately if the injuries were severe. If conditions are so bad that
livestock need to be evacuated, producers should contact their
local extension agent, veterinarian, or emergency management
officials.
Next, they should check to make sure waterers are operational
and that fences are up and intact. If livestock are watered in a
pressurized system and power is out, the producer should make
haste to use a generator to restore power to the well system, or to
provide another source of water (whether that be creating an
emergency opening in the fence into a pond or stream, or by
hauling water to the animals). If hauling water, make sure the
amount delivered to the animals is adequate. Adult lactating beef
cows of average size need to be provided at least 25 gallons per
day of fresh water, while dairy cattle would require more. Mature
sheep and goats will need 1-3 gallons per day (depending on their
size). Cattle in particular may be dangerous when very thirsty. If
cattle have been deprived of water for 24 hours or more,
producers should take great care when filling water tanks or
restoring water flow to small tanks. Cows are likely to fight
aggressively to get to the water source, and the cattle or even the
farmer may be injured in the struggle.

by livestock, leading to digestive upset and possibly death.
As producers check pasture infrastructure and scout for debris,
they should also look for downed wild cherry tree limbs (or fallen
wild cherry trees) and immediately either fence them away from
livestock or remove them from pastures before livestock consume
them.
PRUSSIC ACID POISONING FROM CONSUMING WILTED
CHERRY LEAVES FOLLOWING STORM DAMAGE IS A
VERY COMMON CAUSE OF DEATH IN CATTLE, SHEEP
and GOATS.
This is an especially great hazard if pastures are short and
livestock are hungry, because they may rapidly consume a large
amount of the toxic material. Another potential poisoning that
may result from late summer or fall storm damage is acorn
poisoning. If there are oak trees in pastures and storms knock
many of the green acorns down at one time, livestock may
consume enough to be poisoned. As producers scout pastures for
damage, they also should be aware of the potential for acorn
poisoning. They should note which pastures have the highest
levels of acorns, then take steps to keep animals away from them.
As with cherry tree poisoning, the greatest risk is when livestock
are hungry and pastures are grazed short.
Finally, farmers should make sure livestock have adequate forage
or feed, and should check mineral feeders to ensure animals have
access to dry mineral (and are consuming the targeted amount).
When farmers are hit by storm damage, there is much to think
about and sometimes farmers neglect to follow normal management practices once they see that livestock are not injured and
that infrastructure is intact. It is very important for animals to
continue to have access to adequate forage and mineral supplement. If there is extensive damage to infrastructure, it may be
most convenient to confine livestock to one pasture and feed hay
until repairs can be made.

After Hurricane Floyd hit the east coast in 1999, livestock
specialists and veterinarians received numerous reports of
livestock with various health problems for several months after
the storm. Investigations of these situations by local livestock
agents did not reveal specific issues caused directly by the storm,
but rather that some livestock were undernourished because
If electric fencing is in use, producers need to check the power
farmers had so many other problems to deal with. In a great
level to make sure the system is operational, and if the power is
many cases, the livestock had no access to a mineral supplement
out, they should restore emergency power to the fence energizer. and were suffering from deficiencies. Many mineral feeders had
The perimeter fence should be checked to make sure fallen trees been blown all the way out of pastures, the mineral present was
or branches have not downed the fence. If fence damage has
soaked and hardened so that livestock were not consuming it, or
occurred, farmers should make every effort to get trees or branch- minerals had simply not been put out. Trace minerals (including
es off the fence and should make temporary repairs to keep
zinc, copper and selenium) are deficient in many areas of the
livestock from wandering out of the pasture. More permanent
country and are important for the animal to be able to deal with
repairs can be made later in the recovery process. If the system is stress and immune challenge.
electric, putting up temporary polywire and temporary posts may
be the quickest way to restore the perimeter.
Storms are an inevitable part of life, and managing damage
means more than just cutting trees off fences and making sure
After assessing damage to the livestock and infrastructure,
livestock are not injured. Immediately following the storm the
producers should assess other potential hazards caused by storm safety and health of you and your family comes first, but
damage. Debris blown into pastures such as insulation and other remember to continue to protect the safety and health of the
building materials (common following tornadoes) may be eaten
animals you care for as part of your livelihood.
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Alamance County 4-H Youth Livestock Program: Recent Contest Results
Alamance County 4-H has a very active Youth Livestock Team that practices almost year-round. On July 26-27, 2018,
eight youth attended the State 4-H Livestock Judging, Skillathon, and Quiz Bowl Contests at NC State University in
Raleigh, NC. Alamance County 4-H entered two junior (ages 9-13) teams in the skillathon, judging, and quiz bowl
contests with a range from one to four plus years of experience. This is the fifth year that Alamance County 4-H has
entered teams into the state contest. Top teams and individuals were announced on July 28, 2018, during a formal
awards breakfast ceremony at NC State University.
Quiz bowl team members Lane Whitfield, Tyler Dodson, Hope Andrews, and Salem Sifford placed 1st in the junior
division. Quiz bowl team members Leah Black, Aiden Kernodle, Gracie Hadley, and Gracen Shoffner placed 2nd in the
junior division. This is the third year in a row that Alamance County 4-H has taken home the junior quiz bowl title.
Skillathon team members Tyler Dodson, Salem Sifford, Lane Whitfield, and Hope Andrews won the overall junior
livestock skillathon title for the contest. Their team placed 1st in identification/written test, 1st in quality assurance, and
1st in evaluation in order to win the overall title. Alamance County 4-H entered a second team into the junior skillathon
contest and those team members, Leah Black, Aiden Kernodle, Gracen Shoffner, and Gracie Hadley, placed 2nd overall
in the contest. Their team placed 3rd for identification/written test, 2nd in quality assurance, and 6th in evaluation. This is
the second year in a row that Alamance County 4-H has taken home the junior skillathon title.
Judging team members Tyler Dodson, Aiden Kernodle, Salem Sifford, and Hope Andrews placed 3rd overall in the
junior livestock judging contest. They placed 3rd in swine judging, 2nd in beef cattle judging, 2nd in sheep judging, 4th in
meat goat judging, and 5th in oral reasons. Alamance County 4-H entered a second team into the junior livestock judging contest and those team members, Leah Black, Gracie Hadley, Gracen Shoffner, and Lane Whitfield, placed 14 th
overall in the contest. They finished 2nd in swine judging, 16th in beef cattle judging, 11th in meat goat judging, 14th in
sheep judging, and 13th in oral reasons.
Individual awards were also given out to youth who excelled and placed in the top ten. The following youth from
Alamance County 4-H were recognized individually. Hope Andrews: 10th place in skillathon identification/written test,
4th place in skillathon quality assurance, 5th place in skillathon evaluation, and 5th place overall in skillathon. Aiden
Kernodle: 7th place in skillathon evaluation, 5th place in skillathon quality assurance, 9th place overall in skillathon, 8th
place in sheep judging, 1st place in swine judging, and 7th place overall in judging. Tyler Dodson: 4th place in meat goat
judging and 4th place in beef cattle judging. Salem Sifford: 3rd place in skillathon identification/written test, 2nd place in
skillathon evaluation, 1st place in skillathon quality assurance, 1st place overall in skillathon, 5th place in sheep judging,
and 3rd place in judging oral reasons. Lane Whitfield: 6th place in skillathon identification/written test, 2nd place in
skillathon quality assurance, 3rd place overall in skillathon, and 8th place in swine judging. Gracie Hadley: 3rd place in
skillathon quality assurance. Gracen Shoffner: 9th place in skillathon quality assurance.
In addition, Alamance County 4-H’er Madison Sifford competed in the senior division with Forysth County 4-H for
several top ten finishes. She placed 10th in skillathon identification/written test, 6th in skillathon quality assurance, 9th
overall in skillathon, 10th in meat goat judging, 3rd in sheep judging, 7th in judging oral reasons, and 4th overall in
judging.
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Cattlemen’s Association Meetings

Alamance County 4-H Chicken Show & Sale
Saturday, October 6, 2018, 9:30 am
Buster Sykes Demonstration Farm
2430 Turner Rd. Mebane, NC
For more information please call 336.570.6740

Alamance County (ACCA)
Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month
from September-March, Field Day in April:

NC Cattle Industry Assessment Referendum
October 4, 2018, 8:00 am– 5:00 pm
N.C. Cooperative Extension Centers





October 9– Calving Prep
November 13– Value-Added Cattle
December 11– Christmas Dinner

*Location Change!*
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm at Western Steakhouse
located at 142 N Graham Hopedale Rd, Burlington,
NC.

Additional Extension Events
4-H Fall Plant Sale Fundraiser

4-H Livestock Project/Show Interest Meeting
November 1, 2018, 6:00 pm
Alamance County Agriculture Building Auditorium

NC Farm School Northern Piedmont
January-June 2019, Roxboro, NC
Business Plan Framework, One-on-One Site Visits,
Resources, and Mentoring
$399 per person or $500 per pair
For more information please click here.

The deadline to order is October 22nd
Pickup dates are November 7-9 at the
Extension Office (8:30 am-4:30 pm)

The plants we are offering this year include Apple Trees
($20), Blackberry Plants ($8), Fig Trees ($8), Muscadine Vines
($8), Peach Trees ($30), Bunch Grapes ($8) & Pear Trees ($30)

You can pick up a brochure and order form at the Extension Office, or you can find it online by clicking here.

Save-the-Dates!
Piedmont Regional Beef Conference
March 7, 2019, Greensboro, NC
Regional Goat & Sheep Producer Training
May 11, 2019, Pittsboro, NC

Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of
commercial products or services in this publication does not imply
endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination
against similar products or services not mentioned.

For more information regarding upcoming events and/or
Cattlemen’s Association meetings, Please contact
Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or
336-266-0702.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you
would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail,
please call the Extension office to let us know.

NC State University and N.C. A&T State University are collectively committed to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit discrimination and harassment regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including
pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State, N.C. A&T, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.
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