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Converting land from trees or crop production to pasture use can be a frustrating and 
long-term battle that can be avoided.  Anytime you are trying to change soil structure 
from one crop to another crop it takes time, especially when you are talking about    
forestland.  Here are a few strategies to help make the process a little bit smoother: 
 
1. Consider planting annuals as a transition to planting a permanent perennial pasture.  

If the land is cleared in the spring and you want to plant a fescue or cool-season 
pasture, it is best to plant a summer annual so you have ground cover and time to 
add soil nutrients ahead of planting in the fall which is a more ideal time for cool-
seasons. 

2. Don’t forget soil nutrients.  In general, 
land that has been in trees will have a 
low pH and hardly any available        
nutrients that forage crops need.  One 
way to know what your land needs is to 
take a soil test.  Then, you can determine 
how much time the land will need to 
build up nutrient levels prior to planting 
your pasture.  If it is going to be a while, 
consider using the land as a sacrifice   
area to add animal waste nutrients while 
feeding hay (great winter practice).    
After the hay feeding period if over, you 
can use annuals or try perennial establishment based on soil nutrient levels. 

3. Soil compaction may be limiting root development.  Land that has been in crops 
may lack nutrients like forestland does, but the bigger issue may be soil compac-
tion, especially if tillage was used.  If you are facing this issue, annuals may be the     
answer short-term.   There are some annuals such as radishes that are used as cover 
crops to break up compaction and improve soil health.   

4. Weed pressure may pop up out of nowhere.  Where did all these weeds come from?  
Anytime you disturb the soil (such as clearing land of trees) you will awaken weed 
seed that has been dormant waiting on its chance to germinate.  Be ready to either 
plant a ground cover (again, annuals work great here) to compete with the weeds or 
another management plan such as mowing, spraying, or using goats/sheep to     
control weeds as they come up until you can plant a forage crop. 

 
The biggest thing to overcome when converting land to pasture use is more mental 
than anything and that is that it does not happen overnight.  It takes a good 2-3 years 
for the land to be productive in pasture use.  Once you accept that, everything will 
work out just fine.  It is important in the short-term to have ground cover, build up soil 
nutrients, control weeds, and to make a timeline for establishing a perennial forage 
crop.  
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Comparing Hay Feeding Methods 
Written By Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 

Source: Dennis Hancock, Forage Extension Specialist, University of Georgia 

For most of us, we have to feed hay at some point   
during the year.  It is usually during the winter months 
and can be 30-120 days in length.  Last time I checked, 
hay isn’t exactly getting any cheaper.  It is quite the 
investment for any livestock owner.  That is why     
everyone should pay attention to how hay is being fed 
on their farm.  How much hay is wasted out of each 
bale?  Are the animals making long-term impacts on 
the soil?  How much time is hay feeding taking out of 
the day?  These are all great questions, and not until 
you start comparing different hay feeding methods do 
you really find out. 
 
Recently, the University of Georgia sent out an email 
about comparing hay feeding methods and it was very 
interesting.  Everyone knows that just setting a bale 
(round or square) out on the ground with no feeding 
method at all is the most wasteful, but what about the 
other methods?  The pros and cons are broken down as 
well as feeding losses and time spent feeding the hay 
for that method.  Here is what I found out by reading 
the article and watching the video that UGA sent out. 
 
Hay with No Protection (No Hay Ring) 
Dry Matter Loss: 20%+ 
Time Spent Feeding: Low 
Area Affected by Hoof Damage: Medium  
 
Pros: Low cost, minimal time spent feeding 
Cons: A lot of dry matter loss per bale fed, hoof    
damage and compaction issues 
 

 

Hay Ring (One Bale) 
Dry Matter Loss: 4-8% 
Time Spent Feeding: Medium 
Area Affected by Hoof Damage: Medium 
 
Pros: Low amounts of dry matter loss, cost is still     

relatively low to implement 
Cons: Time spent feeding, hoof damage and           
compaction issues 
 
Hay Wagon (2-3 Bales) 
Dry Matter Loss: 10-
15% 
Time Spent Feeding: 
Medium 
Area Affected by Hoof 
Damage: High 
 
Pros: Can feed more 
than one bale at a time 
Cons: Expense, time spent feeding, hoof traffic is    
increased, high dry matter loss 
 
Hay Unroller & Chained/Chainless Bale Feeder 
Dry Matter Loss: 2-6% 
Time Spent Feeding: High for Unroller; Low for 
Chained/Chainless Feeder 
Area Affected by Hoof Damage: Little to None 

 

Pros: Unroller is inexpensive, minimal dry matter loss, 
minimal to no hoof damage, time spent feeding is low 
for chained/chainless feeders 
Cons: Unroller takes a lot of time, chained/chainless 
feeder is expensive 
 
I find that no matter how you feed hay, it always pays 
to do more than just set a bale out in the field.  Beyond 
that, it really depends on your goals, herd size, and 
time available.  At the end of the day, you need to 
choose the right hay feeding method that makes sense 
for you and your farm.   
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PC: SI Feeders 

PC: beefproducer.com 

PC: Machine Finder Blog 

https://www.progressiveforage.com/forage-production/management/minimizing-the-impact-of-hay-feeding
https://www.progressiveforage.com/forage-production/management/minimizing-the-impact-of-hay-feeding
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YL9JPtQS6Ps&feature=youtu.be


 

Forage Management Tips 
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina. 

January 
 
 To get maximum use of stockpiled fescue, restrict 

grazing area (electric cross fencing) so that four to six 
cows are grazing on an acre. 

 If winter pasture is limited, feed hay in the pasture or 
allow cows to graze every other day.  The priority for 
limited pasture is for (1) calves by creep grazing, (2) 
stockers, (3) nursing cows, and (4) dry cows. 

 Winter annual pastures that were planted on a pre-
pared seedbed may be severely damaged if animals 
trample on them during wet periods.  Allow calves 
first priority to these high-quality annual pastures.   

 Sample hay bales which are stored outside that will be 
fed during the next four to eight weeks. 

 Decide which fields will be re-seeded or overseeded 
during late winter and early spring; obtain soil test 
and supplies for planting. 

 Lime may be applied on sod during this “off season.” 
 Keep a record of winter weed problems (especially in 

alfalfa) so that control measures can be taken next 
fall.  This is the latest month that some herbicides 
may be used on legumes. 

 Determine animal feed requirements for the year 
(about 6 tons hay equivalent/cow-calf pair) and     
outline a 12-month forage production and use plan to 
meet the needs. 

 
February 
 
 Apply nitrogen to cool-season grasses to stimulate 

early spring growth. 
 Overseed legumes (ladino, red, alfalfa) into well-

grazed (2 inches or less), well-limed grass pastures. 
 Remember to inoculate legume seeds. 

 Lime fields that will be prepared for spring plantings. 
 Divide pastures to improve quality and persistence of 

pasture plants. 
 Locate sources of hybrid bermudagrass sprigs for 

planting next month. 
 Burn warm-season grass residues in late February or 

early March. 
 Get herbicide sprayers ready to control weeds in 

dormant bermudagrass fields.  It is also the last 
chance to control winter annuals in dormant alfalfa 
fields. 

 
March 
 
 Apply nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium to the 

cool-season grasses to increase spring production. 
 Begin grazing of fall-planted fescue, orchardgrass, 

and clovers when growth reaches about 6 inches. 
 Overseeding clovers (ladino, red, and alfalfa) into 

grass pastures should be completed early. 
 Scatter manure droppings in pastures where hay was 

fed or where cattle congregated during the winter. 
 Dig weed-free bermudagrass sprigs and plant them 

before growth begins.  Consider using a herbicide. 
 If pure stands of alfalfa are to be planted on prepared 

seedbeds during the spring, use a preemergence herbi-
cide because weeds will be more troublesome than 
they are for autumn plantings. 

 Control winter annual weeds in dormant bermuda-
grass with herbicides or by burning. 

 Grass tetany may be a problem as rapid grass growth 
and cool, wet weather prevails. 

 Check alfalfa plantings made last fall for nodules.  If 
there are no nodules or they appear ineffective,     
consider “emergency” application of inoculant. 
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The 2019 Hay and Straw Directory that serves 
Alamance and surrounding counties is     
available online by clicking here.   
 
Do you have hay or straw to sell?  This is 
FREE advertising!  All you have to do is  
complete this QUICK and easy online form to 
be added. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Hay-Directory_19-1.pdf?fwd=no
https://docs.google.com/a/ncsu.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKIOeMtOVJpvvWY2Wpun5WQHWym_BEscrgfyD-H3CPRW7WBw/viewform?c=0&w=1


Page 4 Livestock News, Winter  Edition, 2019 



 
On October 27-28, 2018, four Alamance County 4-H youth made up a junior (ages 9-13) team that attended 
the NC State Fair Livestock Judging and Skillathon Contests at NC State University in Raleigh, NC.  This is 
the fifth year that Alamance County 4-H has entered into the state fair contests.   
   
Skillathon team members Aiden Kernodle, Salem Sifford, Lane Whitfield, and Hope Andrews won the overall 
junior livestock skillathon title for the contest.  Their team placed 1st in identification/written test, 2nd in     
quality assurance, and 1st in evaluation in order to win the overall title.   
  
Judging team members Aiden Kernodle, Salem Sifford, Lane Whitfield, and Hope Andrews placed 4th overall 
in the junior livestock judging contest.  They placed 1st in swine judging, 4th in beef cattle judging, 5th in sheep 
judging, 2nd in meat goat judging, and 4th in oral reasons.   
  
Individual awards were also given out to youth who excelled and placed in the top ten.  The following youth 
from Alamance County 4-H were recognized individually.  Hope Andrews: 1st place in skillathon identifica-
tion/written test, 1st place in skillathon quality assurance, 2nd place in skillathon evaluation, and 1st place over-
all in skillathon.  Aiden Kernodle: 4th place in meat goat judging and 10th place in swine judging.  Salem Sif-
ford: 4th place in skillathon identification/written test, 1st place in skillathon evaluation, 2nd place overall in 
skillathon, 2nd in beef cattle judging, 4th place in swine judging, 2nd place in judging oral reasons and 3rd place 
overall in judging.  Lane Whitfield: 9th place in skillathon identification/written test.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alamance County 4-H Youth Livestock Program: Recent Contest Results 
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Beef Cattle Economics Workshop 
January 10, 2019, 6:30 pm—8:00 pm 

Chatham County Ag Center, Pittsboro, NC 
Topics: Cattle Market Outlook, Adding Value to 

Your Calf Crop, Q&A Session 
Click Here for Online Registration 

 
 

Winter Forage Conference Series 
“Effective Weed Management in Pastures and Hay Fields” 

January 22-25, 2019 @ 4 Locations Across NC 
Cost $25/adult and $10/student (lunch is provided) 

For more information please click here. or  
Call 919-552-9111  

 
 

NC Cattlemen’s & Dairy Conference 
February 21-23, 2019, Hickory, NC 

Classroom sessions, trade show, auction items,  
demonstrations, and more! 
Registration Information 

 
 

Piedmont Regional Beef Conference 
March 7, 2019, 8:30 am– 4:00 pm 

Guilford Co. Extension Office 
3309 Burlington Rd. Greensboro, NC 

Topics: Working Cattle, Stockmanship Demonstra-
tion, Fescue Pasture Establishment and Renovation   

Flyer is on Page 4 with Agenda and  
Mail-In Registration Information 

Click Here for Online Registration 
 
 

Save-the-Dates! 
 

Agriculture Appreciation Banquet 
March 6, 2019, Burlington, NC 

 
Regional Goat & Sheep Producer Training 

May 11, 2019, Pittsboro, NC 

 
 

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings 
 
Alamance County (ACCA) 
Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
from September-March, Field Day in April: 
 
 January 8—Fire Ants in Pastures/Hay Fields 
 February 12– Marketing Cull Cows 
 March 12– Weed Management in Pastures/Hay 

Fields 
 April 9– Annual Field Day 
  
*Location Change!* 
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm at Western Steakhouse 
located at 142 N. Graham-Hopedale Rd, Burlington, 
NC. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For more information regarding upcoming events and/or  
Cattlemen’s Association meetings, please contact 
 Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or  

336-266-0702. 

Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of 
commercial products or  services in this publication does not imply 
endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination 
against similar products or services not mentioned. 

 NC State University and N.C. A&T State University are collectively committed to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit discrimination and harass-
ment  regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including 

pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State, N.C. A&T, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.  

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you 
would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, 
please call the Extension office to let us know.  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAth-aOKl0U89JFc2Ij5foE_TScZs01ppiGEs6_N6wr2nC0g/viewform
https://www.nccattle.com/nc-forage-grasslands-council/events/winter-conference/registration
https://www.nccattle.com/news-events/annual-conference
http://go.ncsu.edu/prbc2019

