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You do not have to look hard to find media headlines suggesting that food animals are
treated inhumanely. Why does the media always show the negative side to animal
3 agriculture? No matter what industry you are involved in, you will find a bad person
that doesn’t do things correctly. Unfortunately, sometimes these people end up work3 ing on a farm with animals. But what about the rest of us doing things correctly?
What about the farmers and ranchers striving to treat their animals to the best of their
4
ability and increase consumer confidence? You do not hear those stories as much as
5 you do the bad ones. I want to take a moment and highlight the GOOD within the
animal agriculture industry.
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Why quality assurance programs?
There are quality assurance programs such as Beef Quality Assurance (BQA), Pork
Quality Assurance (PQA), and Farmers Assuring Responsible Management (FARM).
These programs educate farmers and ranchers on how to properly care for their animals
to ensure their well-being but to also ensure the consumer gets a safe product.
Whether that product is milk, cheese, beef, or pork, farmers and ranchers want to make
sure it arrives on your plate in the best way possible.
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Each of these programs has a producer education and certification piece that instructs
producers on the guidelines the program has established. Some programs are
voluntary while others are required. Information is taught on best management
practices such as animal welfare, antibiotic use, nutrition, giving injections properly,
and working with a veterinarian. The quality assurance programs dive deep into each
management topic and provide the producer with a set of standards to go by based on
research.
For the NC-BQA training, producers
have to be certified through a faceto-face training preferably with a
hands-on session. Producers can
also go online and take the national
BQA training. Hands-on training
helps producers put the information
into perspective and feel comfortable so they will more likely
implement the information taught at
home.
All of this is put into place to ensure
animals are treated well during their
life and so that consumers can feel
confident in choosing to consume meat and/or animal products. For more
information about quality assurance programs, contact Lauren Langley.

Cost-Share Program Update

Alamance County Soil & Water Conservation District
The Alamance Soil and Water Conservation District
anticipates receiving its cost share allocation from the
State to assist with nonpoint source pollution control
from agricultural activities. The funds are available to
assist farmers to install conservation practices which
help decrease the amount of sediment, nitrogen,
phosphorus, chemicals and other pollutants in the
surface and ground waters of our state.

fields to grass or trees, livestock exclusion and many
more.
Applications for assistance will be accepted starting in
July. With limited funding expected, farmers and
producers are encouraged to contact the Alamance Soil
and Water Conservation District office as soon as
possible at 336-290-0380.

The District anticipates receiving funding for the
program year 2020 in July, 2019. Landowners and
operators of existing agricultural operations may apply
for cost share assistance to install conservation
practices such as grassed waterways, sowing crop

Pasture Weed Control Tips
Source: Range & Pasture Steward Vol. 11, No. 2, Spring 2014
According to Range & Pasture Steward publication, there are six cost effective tips when it comes to weed control:
1. Identify the weed problem.
I could not agree more with this statement and every season I go out to farms just for this purpose– it is hard to
determine how to control the weeds without knowing first what they are. Each herbicide is different and will control
different weeds.
2. Use a calibrated sprayer or a professional applicator.
This one tip right here will save you the most money. You need to know that you are putting out the right rate.
Calibrating your sprayer will take time but it is time well invested.
3. Spray at the right time with the right rate.
Knowing when to spray– when weeds are small and immature will save you in the long run. Once the weed seeds
out, its job is done and you might as well wait until next season to spray.
4. Recognize that drought-stressed or mature weeds will be more difficult to control.
Herbicide effectiveness will be reduced if weeds don’t have adequate moisture and aren’t growing. Mature weeds
have already limited your grass production. Don’t spray unless you’re willing to increase the rate within the labeled
range or accept less control.
5. Follow label directions for application and mixing.
Very important tip. Please follow label instructions carefully and mix according to how you are going to spray (tank,
spot, etc.). Consider a drift control additive to reduce drift and improve deposition.
6. Remember soil residual activity and plant residue.
Long-lasting herbicides such as GrazonNext HL and Chaparral should not be used on cropland or on land to be
rotated to crops. Remember, grasses treated with any soil residual herbicide may carry herbicide residue that can be
transferred to the soil by hay, livestock manure or urine.
Be sure to read and observe all label precautions.
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Need Hay? Selling Hay?
The 2019 Hay and Straw Directory that serves
Alamance and surrounding counties is
available online by clicking here.
Do you have hay or straw to sell? This is
FREE advertising! All you have to do is
complete this QUICK and easy online form to
be added.

Forage Management Tips

From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina.
July










Stick to a four-to six-week schedule of nitrogen
applications on summer grasses. Do not delay
applications because of dry weather unless it has
not rained at all since previous application.
Maintain harvesting frequency for quality hay.
Hot, dry weather can result in nitrate and prussic
acid poisoning of animals grazing stunted, highly
fertilized summer annuals.
Sample soils and apply lime on fields to be planted
in the autumn.
If cool-season forages are to be planted in the fall
on a prepared seedbed of old sods, it is time to get
the land prepared so clods and root mass have time
to settle before planting.
Get silage harvesting equipment ready (sharpen
knives, purchase plastic for covering silo) so there
will be no delays when the crop is ready.
Decide which fescue pastures will be stockpiled for
winter grazing. Nitrogen (60 to 80 pounds/acre)
should be applied August 1 in the mountains and
between August 7 and September 1 elsewhere.

August
Prepare good seedbeds and plant one time–
especially alfalfa and other legumes.
 If legumes are to be sod-seeded into grass pastures
in the autumn, plan the grazing program so those
pastures can be grazed close (1-2 in.) by planting
time.
 Use good-quality inoculant and good methods to
obtain the best legume seedling development.
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Apply limestone to pastures with pH below 5.8 to
be overseeded next spring.
 Start harvesting corn silage in the hard dent stage
and when the dry matter is in the range of 35 to
40%.
 Fertilize warm-season grasses.
 Fertilize fescue and keep cattle off of the pastures
to be stockpiled for winter grazing.


September










Fertilize and lime cool-season grasses.
Plant cool-season legumes such as ladino, sod
clover, and alfalfa into tall fescue sods. Use
insecticide.
Keep the grazing pressure on the summer grasses
and completely use them before grazing coolseason forages.
Watch for fall insects (armyworms, grasshoppers,
crickets) on established and seedling stands of
forages.
Plant winter annuals on prepared seedbed for
earliest fall grazing. No-till planting can be
successful, but will not usually be ready to graze as
soon after planting as on prepared seedbed.
Overseed or no-till winter annual legumes or
grasses onto summer perennial grass after they
have been closely grazed. Planting early may
require that herbicides be used to suppress the
existing grass growth.
Make a winter feed supply inventory so deficiencies can be avoided now (hay or winter pastures).

Fire Ant Management in Pastures

Source: S. B. Bambara & Wes Watson, NCSU Extension Entomologists
Fire ants are pretty well established here in Alamance
County and some of them like to call your pasture
home. Whether you are dealing with one mound or a
hundred mounds, you need to know what to do for
control.
Fire ants can negatively impact your livestock
operation and cost you time and money. Impact may
be felt through:
-Lost Labor
-Animal Injury
-Equipment Damage/Wear
-Hay Production
-Medical/Veterinary Costs
-Forage Degradation
-Electrical Equipment Damage
-Infested Feed
-Reduced Feeding
-Young Animal Endangerment

Here are a few tips to help increase your success
when applying a pesticide to control fire ants:
Do not apply baits and drench at the same time.
Allow 7-10 days between the two application. Ants
will not forage and accept bait while they are
disrupted by poison.
The best time to treat are in mid-spring and fall. The
best time of day to treat is mid-morning when air
temperatures are around 70 degrees F. To check and
see if fire ants are active, place potato chips or cheese
puffs on the ground near the mound (not on top of the
mound). If ants are noticed within 5-10 minutes then
they are considered active and foraging.
Additional tips when applying baits:







There are a few pesticides labeled for fire ant control
in a pasture situation. Some are for directly treating
the mound and others are for broadcasting an infested
area where there are a lot of mounds. There are also
some pesticides that are for use only in horse pastures
(where horses are not used for human consumption)
and non-pasture farm areas. As always, please read
the label and follow restrictions and directions for
using in pasture. Here is a list of pesticides for use in
pastures:
Advion- Horse or non-pasture areas only
Amdro Pro– For mound or broadcast
Amdro– Horse or non-pasture areas only
Extinguish– For mound or broadcast
Extinguish Plus– For mound or broadcast
Esteem Ant Bait– For mound or broadcast
Award– Horse or non-pasture areas only
Sevin SL– For mound drench only
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Do not apply if ground is wet or rain is expected
within 36 hours.
Do not store open product for longer than package
allows– most products have a short shelf life.
Do not store baits near other pesticides or fuel from
which they may absorb odors and taste.
Do not apply baits directly on top of the mound,
fire ants do not come and go from the top of the
mound.
Do not disturb mounds when applying baits, this
can interfere with their foraging behavior.

Remember, always read the label and follow
directions! Some products may require you to
reapply! You cannot get rid of fire ants overnight, just
like anything else it will take time. Formulate a plan
and stick to it so you can reclaim your pasture.

To view the original publication and for more
information please click here.

Alamance County 4-H Youth Livestock Program: Recent Show Results
Central Piedmont Jr. Livestock Show & Sale
The 74th annual Central Piedmont Junior Livestock Show and Sale was recently held on April 16th & 17th in
Hillsborough, NC. The tradition began on April 24, 1946, in Durham. This was the 33rd year that the show
was held at the Central Carolina Holstein Association Barn in Orange Grove. This event is open to 4-H and
FFA youth ages 5-18 in Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Durham, Granville, Guilford, Orange, Person, Wake,
and Randolph counties.
Alamance County had eight 4-H members showing nine animals in this year’s show. The following youth
exhibited livestock in the show: Joseph Allred, Morgan Allred, Harper Jackson, Sage Robertson, Hutch Robertson, Aiden Kernodle, Lane Whitfield, and Cole Whitfield. Five out of the eight youth showing were first
time competitors this year. Our youth exhibited meat goats and sheep. Also, three of the eight youth were
considered Cloverbud youth (ages 5-7). Cloverbud youth are not competitive and receive participant awards
in their classes. For 2019, we brought home two Go Getter Awards for the outstanding sportsmanship and
positive attitude that Alamance County 4-H youth exhibit during the show. We hope to continue to grow this
program and involve even more new youth for next year’s show!
Many thanks to our 2019 show sponsors: Alamance County Farm Bureau, Alamance Farmers’ Mutual, Isley
Farm Supply, Carolina Farm Credit, and Alamance County Cattlemen’s Association.
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Silvopasture Field Day
July 25, 2019 | 9:00 am– 4:45 pm
Cherry Hospital Conference Center,
Montgomery Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27530
Learn about silovpasture systems, design, soil
responses, forage productivity, animal performance
and more!
Cost: $25/person, Register Online Here

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings
Alamance County (ACCA)
Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month
from September-March, Field Day in April:





September 10– TBA
October 8– Brood Cow Nutrition
November 12– TBA
December 10– Annual Christmas Dinner &
Auction

*Meeting Location Change for Fall 2019*
Meetings begin at 6:30 pm at Occasions Restaurant
located at 286 E Front St, Burlington, NC.

Photo Credit: Center for Environmental Farming Systems

Pesticide Credit Opportunities

*Central Carolina Bred Cow Sale will be held on
July 6, 2019, at 12:00 noon at the Alamance County
Cattlemen’s Association Livestock Facility, 7351
Beale Rd. Snow Camp, NC.

July 18: Livestock and Pasture Pests, 9-11 am
August 1: Pasture Weed Control, 6:30-8:30 pm
*Both classes will take place at the Chatham County
Agriculture & Conference Center in Pittsboro, NC
FMI: Ashley Robbins at 919-542-8203
Multi-Species Fencing Workshop
July 29, 2019 | 5:30-8:00 pm
Chatham County Agriculture & Conference Center
1192 US 64 W Business, Pittsboro, NC
Cost: $5/person, Register Online Here
Carolina Meat Conference
October 6-7, 2019 | Charlotte, NC
Farmers, chefs, butchers, and industry leaders
convene for two days of unparalleled networking,
hands-on training, and technical and business
assistance.
Registration opens July 9th:
https://carolinameatconference.com/registration
Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of
commercial products or services in this publication does not imply
endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination
against similar products or services not mentioned.

For more information regarding upcoming events and/or
Cattlemen’s Association meetings, please contact
Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or
336-266-0702.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you
would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail,
please call the Extension office to let us know.

NC State University and N.C. A&T State University are collectively committed to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit discrimination and harassment regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including
pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State, N.C. A&T, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.
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