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Workshops and Demonstrations 
 
At this time, all workshops and 
demonstrations have been cancelled 
through May 20th. 
 
We are optimistic for these and  for 
those that follow: 
 

Thurs., May 28, 10:00a  
  Parking Lot (and other hot spot) Gardening 
Thurs., Jun.11, 10:00a  
  Woody Plant Propagation 
Thurs., Jun. 25, 10:00a  
  Pressure Canning 
Sat.,  Jun. 27, 10:00a  
  Pressure Canning 
Thurs.,  Jul., 16 10:00a  
  Water Bath Canning 
Sat.,  Jul. 18, 10:00a  
  Water Bath Canning 
 

Classes will be held at the  Agricultural 
Building (address below) 
Registration is required for all classes.  

Register online here:   

 

  
  

  

  

  
  

Contact us :                                         
Alamance County Cooperative        
Extension Service                             
209-C N. Graham-Hopedale Rd.     
Burlington,  NC  27217                 
Phone:  336-570-6740                         
E-mail:                                             
Mark Danieley                           
mark_danieley@ncsu.edu 

Chris Stecker                                                           
christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com 
 

 

 

 

  

Alamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture Department 

This is an article I never imagined I would be writing. The COVID-19 virus has 

affected everything we are doing. All of the Think Green Thursdays classes as 

well as all other face-to-face Extension classes and activities have been canceled 

through May 20.  

The Extension office is now closed to walk-in traffic and most of our staff are 

working remotely through email and phone calls.  

Please know that we are still here to help you in any way we can. Our subject 

matter includes, but is not limited to, gardening, foods and nutrition, youth de-

velopment, field crops and livestock. You can call us at 336-570-6740 and our 

email addresses are listed under the staff page on our website.                  

https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

You can also direct e-mail gardening questions to askanemgee@gmail.com for 

answers from Extension Master Gardeners. 

We are working on educational videos that will be posted on our YouTube chan-

nel: Alamance County CES  Let us know any ideas you have for more instruc-

tional videos for us to add. 

We will be updating our Facebook pages regu-

larly.  Click on these links: 

Buster Sykes Demonstration Farm and Forest 

Alamance County Cooperative Extension 

 

Extension Master Gardener 

Volunteers of Alamance County 

 

 

Interesting Times 

https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Think-Flyer-2020-with-links.pdf?fwd=no
mailto:mark_danieley@ncsu.edu
mailto:Christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/
mailto:askanemgee@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=alamancecountyces
https://www.facebook.com/Buster-Sykes-Demonstration-Farm-and-Forest-2044128632530679/
https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceNCCES/
https://www.facebook.com/alamanceemgees/
https://www.facebook.com/alamanceemgees/
https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceNCCES/
https://www.facebook.com/alamanceemgees/
https://www.facebook.com/Buster-Sykes-Demonstration-Farm-and-Forest-2044128632530679/
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Shelter In Place—Your Garden! 

If you are quarantined at home, you may 

want to consider growing a vegetable garden 

this year. If you are new to vegetable garden-

ing there are some things you need to con-

sider before starting your garden. Be careful 

not to start with too large a space. If you are 

over ambitious when starting your garden 

you may soon get overwhelmed with work 

and lose interest. If you are a first-time gar-

dener, a 200-square-foot garden will provide 

plenty of produce without a tremendous time 

commitment. Many vegetables can be suc-

cessfully grown in containers on your patio 

or deck. 

Perhaps the most important factor to consider is the amount of sunlight your garden spot receives.  Six hours of direct sun-

light is necessary and eight to ten is better. Some vegetables tolerate shade better than others do. Broccoli, collards, kale, 

parsley, and lettuce are more tolerant of shade than root and fruit crops like potatoes and tomatoes. The garden should be 

planted away from trees, buildings, and shrubs.  

Select the vegetables you want to grow and draw a dia-

gram of the garden site. This plan will ensure you have 

a good variety of produce without too much of any one 

vegetable. Keep this plan for the future so you can 

avoid planting related vegetables in the same location 

more than once in three years. This crop rotation helps 

prevent the buildup of insects and disease problems, 

which will reduce the need for pesticides. 

The ideal garden soil is a good loamy soil that is fertile, deep, easily crumbled, well-drained, and high in organic matter. Un-

fortunately, most of us do not have that kind of soil. Heavy clay soil can be productive with the addition of some type of 

organic matter. A 3-4 inch layer of well-rotted leaves, pine bark fines, or compost tilled into the clay soil will improve the 

drainage and aeration of the soil.  

Here is a publication with more details on vegetable gardening. 

https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/home-vegetable-gardening-a-quick-reference-guide 
 

 If you have any questions about vegetable gardening or any other gardening topic, please give Chris or me a call. 

https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/home-vegetable-gardening-a-quick-reference-guide


April Garden Tips 
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A pril is a good month 
to start scouting for 

insect pests on your shrubs 
and trees.  Aphids, azalea 
lace bugs and Boxwood 
leaf miners will be active 
this month.  Look closely 
at your plants to see what 
kind of insects might be 
present and determine if 
the amount of damage 
warrants intervention.  
Proper identification is 
necessary before any con-
trol methods are used.  
Less than three percent of 
the insects you will see are 
actually potential plant 
pests.  Most insects are 
beneficial and will help 
control the bugs that cause 
problems.  If you have an 
insect on your shrubs or 
trees that needs to be iden-
tified, contact us at Exten-
sion, 336-570-6740. 

 

B egin spraying fruit 
trees with a home 

orchard spray as soon as 
the flower petals fade.  Be 
sure to wait until the petals 
have faded.  Most home 
orchard sprays contain in-
secticides that will kill pol-
linators visiting the flow-
ers.  Always read and fol-
low label directions.   

 

N ow is the time to 
begin to fertilize 

your warm-season lawn 
(Bermudagrass or Zoysia)  
Apply ½ pound of nitro-
gen per 1000 square feet.   

That translates to five 
pounds of 10-10-10 for an 
area 10 feet by 100 feet.  
Repeat the application in 
June and August. 
 

I f yours is a cool-season 
lawn (Fescue or Fes-

cue-bluegrass), mowing 
season is here!  Set your 
mower blade high - at least 
3 inches, preferably 3-1/2.  
The higher the grass 
blades, the deeper the 
roots!  Try not to take 
more than one-third of the 
blade off when you mow.  
This may mean mowing 
more than once a week 
this time of year.   
 

L eave grass clippings 
on the lawn!  

Grasscycling, rather than 
bagging and removing 
grass clippings, is an excel-
lent way to reduce waste 
and improve the health of 
your turf.  Grass clippings 
contain nitrogen and water 
pulled from the soil.  
When you grasscycle, you 
return that nitrogen and 
moisture to your lawn.  
Clippings left on the lawn 
do not create thatch and 
improve the physical struc-
ture of soil.  You can re-
duce the amount of nitro-
gen you add to your lawn 
by as much as one-third if 
you grasscycle! 

 

A round the middle of 
the month, begin 

planting  seeds of sweet 

corn, pole beans, lima and 
snap beans, cantaloupe, 
cucumbers, summer 
squash, pumpkins and wa-
termelons. 

 

W ait until the end of 
the month to plant 

tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplant.  These do best 
when night temperatures 
are consistently above 50 
degrees and the soil has 
warmed. 

 

D ivide, repot and fer-
tilize houseplants 

before moving them out-
doors at the end of the 
month.  Remember that 
they’ve been in lower light 
conditions indoors than 
they will experience out-
side.  Bright shade works 
for most houseplants. 

 

W hen selecting sum-
mer annuals, look 

for short, bushy plants 
with well-developed root 
systems and more buds 
than flowers.  

Notice from the NCDA 

Soils Lab: 

Until further notice, only 

samples deemed essential 

will be accepted - soil diag-

nostic; nematode diagnostic, 

pinewood and molecular 

diagnostic; plant tissue; solu-

tion; soilless media and 

waste samples not covered 

by the NCDEQ waiver on 

liquid waste.  

Routine soil sample    

testing on hold 



Arbor Gate Plant of  the Month 
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Add some texture to the garden and two seasons of color with Amsonia.  Pale blue 

flowers in April attract butterflies and moths, like the pictured clearwing moth.  In 

fall, the foliage turns into a bright gold cloud that shines until a hard freeze.   

Amsonia does well in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. 

Best fall foliage color usually occurs in full sun, but flowers generally last longer if 

given some afternoon shade in hot sun areas. Stems tend to open up and flop in 

too much shade, however. Con-

sider cutting back the stems by 

about 6" after flowering to help 

keep stems upright and to shape 

plants into a nice foliage 

mound.   

We have Amsonia hubrichtii in our rain garden in full sun and in part shade 

in the pollinator garden.  Both locations seem to suit the plants well.    

Read more here:   

Blue Star          Amsonia hubrichtii 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amsonia-hubrichtii/  

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amsonia-hubrichtii/

