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Register here:  
http://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/ 
Thurs., July 15, 10:00a 
  Woody Plant Propagation 
Thurs., July 29, 10:00a 
  Preserving at Home 
Thurs., August 12, 10:00a 
  Fall Lawn Care 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

  

  

  
  

Contact us : 

Alamance County Cooperative        
Extension Service  
209-C N. Graham-Hopedale Rd.     
Burlington,  NC  27217 
Phone:  336-570-6740  
E-mail:                                 
Bill Kleiner          
bill_kleiner@ncsu.edu 
Chris Stecker                                                           
christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com 
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Alamance County Cooperative Extension Horticulture Department 

Have you ever seen a beautiful shrub and wished you could have one just 

like it for you own garden?  Wouldn’t you love to have a piece of 

grandma’s favorite rose in bloom by your front door?   

There are ways to make that perfect copy, and this is the right time of year 

to do it for most woody shrubs.   

Of course, some plants are just easier than others.  Have you arranged a 

vase of Forsythia branches and had them send out roots over time?  Giv-

en a little TLC, each of these rooted cuttings can be a new  source of sun-

ny yellow in your late winter garden.  I’ve even started new shrubs from 

some pretty Aucuba japonica stems that rooted in the decorative vase I 

used one Christmas. 

Rooting in water is certainly easy, but most woody shrubs require a little 

more encouragement to form roots in new places. 

 

Like us on Face-

book, Click the 

link below: 

Special Cloning Issue 

Visit our  YouTube page for in-
formative videos from Alamance 
County Extension.  Subscribe and 
be the first to see new content: 
Alamance County CES 

mailto:Christine.stecker@alamance-nc.com
https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceNCCES/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7xw-AUuQN-rahmSJ43vmFg
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Cuttings 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may be wondering how successful you can be rooting stem cuttings. Sometimes it works well and sometimes not so 

well. It can be a challenge to keep the humidity high, but not soggy.  If it’s too wet, cuttings may get moldy; too dry, and the 

remaining leaves will draw moisture away from the nascent roots.  If you want a higher chance of success with less work you 

might consider a propagation practice called layering.  Layering is the process of growing roots on a stem that is still attached 

to the parent plant. This eliminates the need to keep the stem cutting moist which is the main cause of failure in rooting stem 

cuttings.   

See the next page for some step-by-step layering techniques. 

Dip end in water then in 

rooting hormone 

There are four main types of stem cuttings that can be used to propagate plants; herbaceous, softwood, semi-hardwood, and 

hardwood. Most of the shrubs we are interested in rooting this time of year will be from semi-hardwood stem cuttings. 

These stem cuttings come from partially mature wood of this year’s growth.  

Cuttings should be taken in the morning and it is best to avoid taking cuttings from plants that are under stress from lack of 

moisture.  If it hasn’t rained, Water the plants deeply the day before taking the cuttings.  Take cuttings should be 4-6 inches 

long.  Keep them cool and moist until sticking in the rooting medium. Terminal growth works best, but flower and terminal 

buds should be removed to concentrate the cutting’s energy on growing roots. Remove the leaves from the bottom 2-3 

inches of the cutting. For plants with large leaves, cut the remaining leaves in half to  reduce water loss. Treating cuttings 

with a rooting hormone like Rootone may be helpful to stimulate root growth. 

Firm soil 

around cuttings 

Bag it to retain moisture, keeping plastic 

away from leaves. 

Use terminal cuttings, but remove 

terminal buds and flowers 

No Luck With Cuttings? 



Ground layering is the easiest layering technique. A low growing and flexible stem is bent to the ground and part of the stem 

is weighted or pegged and covered with soil. The bend in the stem below the soil normally induces root formation, but a 

slight wound on the underside of the buried section may help the rooting process. Then you can just sit back and wait. It 

may take several months for the stem to grow roots, but once it does you have a new plant. Forsythia, boxwood, wax myrtle, 

hydrangea, rhododendron and azalea are some plants that can be propagated ground layering.   

Peg 

Wound 

Wait 

Detach from 

parent plant Dig  
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Ground Layering 

Low-lying branch 

When the branches don’t reach the ground, air-layering is 

an alternative.  Select a branch about the size of a pencil.  

Using a sharp knife, make 2 cuts about an inch apart all 

the way around the branch.  Con-

nect the cuts with one long cut, 

then peel off the bark between the 

cuts.  Using the knife, scrape off 

the greenish cambium layer.  This 

will prevent the branch from mak-

ing a callus rather than forming roots.  Encase 

the wound with moist sphagnum peat moss, 

then wrap the peat moss with plastic wrap and 

secure with cut rubber bands or electrician’s 

tape on both ends, making sure that the ties 

are tight enough to 

keep the moisture 

inside.  Then wrap 

the entire package 

with aluminum foil, dull side out.  Wait about 8-12 weeks, checking peri-

odically to make sure package is still moist.  When roots are visible 

through the plastic, cut off the branch below the package, carefully re-

move the wrapping, and pot up your new plant! 

Air Layering 



July Garden Tips 
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A nnual bedding plants 

will benefit from a 

summer haircut.  Stagger 

your pruning by cutting 

back one-third of a bed or 

container each week.  By 

the third week, the first 

group of pruned plants will 

be blooming again, assur-

ing some color during the 

entire pruning period.  An-

nual plants grown for their 

foliage, such as coleus and 

basil, will produce more 

leaves if the flowers are 

pinched out regularly. 
 

I f you’re seeing fluffy 

white stuff on the 

stems and undersides of 

leaves in the garden, fear 

not!  It’s just the nymph of 

the flatid planthopper. See 

how it jumped when you 

inspected the fuzz?   Alt-

hough they feed on plant 

juices, they are usually not 

numerous enough to cause 

a problem.  
 

F ertilize established 

warm-season (Zoysia 

or Bermudagrass) lawns at 

the rate of one pound of 

nitrogen per 1,000 square 

feet.  Unlike fescue, which 

should be kept tall, warm-

season lawns need to be 

maintained at a height of 

about 1”.  This promotes 

dense growth and discour-

ages many weeds. 

E ven moisture at the 

root zone of toma-

toes may help prevent 

blossom-end rot.  Use 

soaker hoses or drip irriga-

tion rather than overhead 

watering to reduce disease 

pressure and keep plants 

mulched.   Even moisture 

is also key to preventing 

bitterness in cucumbers.  
 

P lant Brussels sprouts, 

carrots and rutabagas 

from July 1st to the 15th.  

Around the middle of the 

month begin planting 

beets, broccoli and col-

lards.  Keep summer vege-

tables picked to encourage 

production.   
 

M ature vines of poi-

son ivy, trumpet 

creeper, English ivy and 

wisteria that climb your 

trees can be killed at this 

time.  Cut a chunk from 

the vine near the base of 

the plant, being careful not 

to cut the resident tree.  

Apply brush killer to the 

cut.  The cut must be fresh 

– no more than 15 minutes 

old.  Bag vines and dispose 

of in the trash.  Never 

burn poison ivy!!! 
 

I f you are willing to 

keep them well-watered 

all summer, roses may be 

fertilized every four weeks 

until mid-August.  This 

will keep them blooming 

well into fall.  However, if 

deep watering is not an 

option, roses can be rested 

this month.  Keep blos-

soms cut to encourage fur-

ther bloom, too!   
 

S wiss chard is a great 

addition to the sum-

mer vegetable garden.  

When the heat shuts down 

spinach and lettuce and the 

cole crops have breathed 

their last, chard stands tall 

and sweet, offering tasty 

leaves and stems as a deli-

cious change of pace.  

Plant the ‘Rainbow’ variety 

for a colorful addition to 

the garden.  If chard be-

comes overmature, cut it 

back to about 4 inches.  

After cutting, it will send 

out tender new leaves.  

Note that extended dry 

weather can cause chard to 

bolt. 

 

K eep birdbaths filled 

and clean them out 

at least once a week to dis-

courage mosquitoes.  

Clean hummingbird feed-

ers frequently and refill 

them with a solution of 

four parts water and one 

part sugar.  Boil the solu-

tion to dissolve the sugar 

and allow to cool before 

refilling feeder. 



If you’re trying to tame a sunny, wet site, or populate your rain garden, put buttonbush 
on your list of must haves.  This native deciduous shrub found in all areas of North 
Carolina is adapted to shorelines and swamps with saturated soil and full sunlight.   It’s 
especially useful as erosion control for wet sites.  In spite of its leanings toward sunny, 
wet sites, buttonbush tolerates dry soil and some shade pretty well, although blooming 
will be reduced. It’s usually a small shrub, 6 to 12 feet tall and 8 feet wide, but will occa-
sionally grow to 20 feet.  It is multi-stemmed with a rounded to irregular crown and in 
its happy place requires little pruning.    We’ve located our specimen in the encroaching 
shade of a bald cypress tree and prune it every year to keep it in bounds.  In spite of this 
treatment, our buttonbush blooms valiantly every year, attracting numerous hungry pol-
linators to the small, fragrant, white, tubular flowers that occur in round clusters with 
protruding styles giving it a pincushion-like effect.   

Read more here: 

 

Arbor Gate Plant of  the Month 
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https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cephalanthus-occidentalis/ 

Button Bush                 Cephalanthus occidentalis  


